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PHILADELPHIA, DECEMBER 21, 1848. 
30 => The publication office of the Recistrer is 
at No. 6 Bank Alley (up stairs), where subscriptions 
will be thankfully received. The terms of publication 


are $9 per annum, IN ADVANCE. Subscribers can 


receive the work in numbers regularly and carefully 
mailed to address, or in Votume, at their option. 

3. >> Communications by mail, must be posT-PAID 
or they will not be taken from the office. 


2 > For Synopsis of Contents, see last page. 


- <@>——— senna 


23> Complete sets of the Register—to include 
the first fifty volumes (octavo), with index to the 
first twelve volumes, and of the twenty-three vol- 
umes (quarto)—can be furnished. Odd volumes, 
from Vol. 13 to Vol. 50: inclusive, with index, and 
from Vol. 51 to Vol. 73, with index, can also be 
obtained. 

—~e-—- 


Correcrion.—We entirely omitted to credit 
the obituary notice of the late Jeremiah Hughes, 
published in our last number, to the Annapolis 
Republican, from whose pages it was taken. 

Leinanepisdemliptinagiaaten Nand 

2C- >> The present number completes the seven- 
ty-fourth volume of the Register, and closes the 
first half year of the present editor’s duties. The 
results of his labors for that period are now be- 
fore the public, and whether its arbitrament be 
“‘ for weal or wo,” it must be submitted to. The 
vocation was wholly new to him, and not en- 
tered upon without a proper appreciation of the 
responsibility it involved. For the errors of in- 
experience he expects much indulgence,—at the 
same time assuring his readers that no efforts 
have been spared to make the work what it was 
designed to be—a compend of the events of the 
times. The coming volume, it is believed, will 
prove more acceptable—the first number of 
which will be issued on the regular day of publi- 
cation. The title page and index to the present 


bers as soon as practicable. 

We would again respectfully remind subscribers 
that the terms of the Register are payment in ad- 
vance. Our expenditures thus far have greatly ex- 
ceeded our receipts ; and, on the confines of a new 
volume, we trust it will not be considered pre- 
sumptive in us to ask the remittance of the 
year’s subscription now due. Current bills of any 
of the sound banks of the States in which sub- 
scribers are resident, or of the adjoining States, 
may. be transmitted by mail, at our risk. 


Stavery in THE Districr.—The stirring inci- 
dent of last week in Congress, was the passage, 
in the Kgpse of Repregentatives, of a resolution, 
offered by Mr. Gott, of New York, instructing 
the Committee for the District of Columbia to 
report a bill, as soon as practicable, prohibiting 
the slave trade in said District. The action upon 
this resolution will be found in the proceedings of 
the 21st inst., on our pages of to-day. 

The excitement produced by this proceeding is 
represented to have been very great among the 
members of the slaveholding States, and a caucus 
meeting was promptly called to determine upon 
the course proper to be pursued by them on the 
occasion. Accordingly, the members convened 


the number of sixty-eight, who organized by the 
appointment of Senator Metcalfe, of Ky., as 
President, Senator Atchison, of Mo., as first Vice 
President, Gov Gayle, of Ala, as second Vice 
President, and the Hon. Mr. Venable, of N. C. 
'as Secretary. 
Governor Bayly, of Va., was then called upon 
by the Senate Committee, to explain the object 
of the meeting, and to present a series of resolu- 
tions as a basis of its action, which had been pre- 
pared at the request of the Committee. 
Immediate action upon the resolutions was op- 
posed by Mr. Stephens, of Georgia, who moved 
a reference of them to a committee of one from 
each of the slaveholding States, to report upon 
the whole subject at an adjourned meeting, to be 
held on the 15th of January next. 
mated discussion, in which the immediate adop- 
tion of the resolutions was warmly advocated, 
the proposition of Mr. Stephens was agreed to 
with great unanimity, and the following commit- 
tee appointed, viz: Mr. Chapman, of Md.; Mr. 
Bayly, of Va.; Mr. Venable, of N. C.; Mr. King, 
of Ala.; Mr. Foote, of Miss.; Mr. Downs, of 
La.; Mr. Morehead, of Ky.; Mr. Gentry, of 
Tenn. ; Mr. Atchison, of Mo.; Mr. Borland, of 
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Cuurcnes IN New York —There are 230 
Churches of all denominations in New York 
City, viz: Episcopal 44; Preswyterian (inelu- 
ding Associate Ref. Pres.) 44; Methodist Epis- 
copal and Methodist Protestant 35; Baptist 28; 
Dutch Reformed 18; Roman Catholic 18; He- 
brew 10; Congrezational 9; Friends 4; Lu- 
theran 5; Universalist 4; Primitive Christians 
3; New Jerusalem 2; Unitarian 2; Miscella- 
neous 4. 

ee 


Tue CHoLera.—The following were the dates 
of the appearance of the disease at the several 
places mentioned, in Europe and America, at its 
approach. It broke out at Moscow on the 28th 
of September, 1830; at Sunderland, England, on 
the 28th of October, 1831; at Quebec, June 8th, 
1832; at New York, June 27th; at Philadel. 
phia, July 1610; at Boston, on the 15th of Au 
gust. 

— — eB en 

American Piatre Giass.—We have seen a 
specimen of American plate glass, manufactured 
in the neighborhood of Philadelphia. 


the absence of color, evenness of surface and 

uniformity of thickness. It is a great improve- 

ment, and in allessentials resembles the cele- 

brated English and French plate glass, while it 

is only one quarter the price.—Phil. Inquirer. 
~ ~-——e—_-----—-- 


Comet.—Mr. W.C. Bond, Superintendent of 
the Ooservatory at Cambridge, (Mass.) writes 


constellation Cygnus, on the evening of the 25h 
Oct., at 6 hours 30 minutes P. M., from the | 
Cambridge Observatory, by Mr. George P. Bond. 
He says that he obtained an observation of 
Encke’s comet on the day of its Perihelion pas- 
sage, and after its near approach to Mercury. 


tion which the Comet has undergone the mass | 
of Mercury with greater accuracy than has yet 
been done. 
--— —~—- ——+—~1@e—— —-_-+--_-—_—— 

Tue Comer Mepar, awarded to Miss Maria 
Mitchell, Nantucket.—The King of Denmark has 
awarded this medal, founded by one his prede- 
cessors, to Miss Mitchell, for her discovery of the 
telescopic comet of Ist October, 1847. It issta- 
ted to be the first instance in which this medal 











on Friday evening last at the Senate Chamber, to 





has been awarded to a female. 


After an ani- | 


Ark.; Mr. Cabell, of Fla.; Mr. Rusk, of Texas. | 


It is really | 
a very superior article, remarkable for clearness, | 


that a telescopic comet was discovered in the | 
! 
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“comet was first seen in Europe, by Father De 
Vico, at Rome, on the 3d of October, 1847. 


sie 
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Vice-Roy or Ecypr.— The death of Ibraham 
Pasha introduces to the succession Abbas Pasha, 
who, on the 22d of October left Suez for the port 
of Jedda, on a pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina. 
In consequence of the continued illness of the 
late Vice-Roy, expresses had been sent to recall 
Abbas Pasha to Cairo, and a steamer had “been 
sent from Suez to Jedda to meet him. 
ae eS Ree 


Sup Burtpine in THE Unirep Strates.—The 
amount built for the year, ending Jnne 30, 1848, 
as we learn from the Boston Journal, was 316,« 
76 tons, viz :—254 ships and barques, 174 brigs, 
701 schooners, 547 sloops and canal boats, and 
175 steamboats. From 1815 to 1848 there have 
been built 31,616 vessels of ail deseriptions, 
whose aggregate tonnage was 6,909,149. Ave- 
rage 295 years, about 105,000 tons per year. In 
7848, 110 more barques aud ships were built than 
in any other year. From 180] to 1807, the ton- 
nage built in tbe United States amounted to 774.- 
| 922 tons; being an average per year of 110.703 
tons. 
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Senator From Nortu Caroiina.—The Hon. 
Georce E. Baneer, was re-elected United States 
Senator, on tha 2(th inst., to hold his seat for 
six years from the 4th of March next. 


sa 
“or 





Senator From Soutn Caroutmwwa.—The Hon. 
A. P. Burter has been re-elected to a seat in 
the Senate of the United States for six years 
from the 4th of March next. 


a> 
—“o 


CLVIL APPOINTMENTS, 
BY THE PRESIDENT. 


By and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 


Joseru Lane, of Indiana, Governor of Oregon, 
in the place of James Shields, declined. 

O. C. Prart, of Illinois, to be an associate 
justice of the Supreme Court of the United States 
for the Territory of Oregon, in the place of Wm. 
A. Hall, declined. 

Joun Raysurn, to be Marshal of the United 
States for the northern district of Mississippi, in 
'the place of Andrew M. Kincannon, deceased. 
| Marruew F. Rarer, Receiver of Public Mo- 
|neys at Champagnon, Arkansas, vice Thomas J, 
Mulhollan, deceased. 
| Cyartes McVean, Attorney of the United 


| 
States for the southern district of New York, in 
the place of Benj. F. Butler, removed. 

Prerre Aveuste Bertranp, Smelter and Re- 
‘finer of the branch mint at New Orleans, in the 


place of John L. Riddel, removed. 
Land Officcs. 


Joun Garpner, Register, Ia., re-appointed. 
Lumsrorp R. Noe, Reciver, Danville, IIl., 








This will serve to determine from the perturba- } re-appointed. 


Attorneys of the United States. 


Anprew K. Buyrag, for the northern district 
of Mississippi, in the place of Oscar F’. Bledsoe, 
resigned. 

Frankuiw H. Merriman, for Texas, in the 
place of Geo. W. Brown, deceased. 

Georce F. Sueprer, for Maine, in the place 
of Augustine Haines, resigned. 

Lucian Barpoor, for Indiana, in the place of 


Miss Mitcheli’s | Daniel Mace, resigned. 
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War anv Navy Estimates.—The estimates of 
the Secretary of War for the current year are 


as follows: 
1. Army Proper, $4,432,286 00 
2. Military Academy, 670,142 61 


3. Fortifications and Works of De- 


fence, 671,000 00 
4. Armories, Arsenals, and Muni- 

tions of War, 893,581 00 
5. Surveys of Light-houses, &c. 15,700 00 


6. Indian Department, 
7. Pensions, under various laws, 
8. Arrearages, 


857,473 45 
466,400 00 
1,000 00 





Total Army Estimates, 47,507,593 06 
The estimates of the Navy Department are as 
follows : 
1. Burean of Navy Yards and 


Docks, $2,648,002 58 
2. Bureau of Ordnance and Hy- 
drography, o/7.960 00 | 


Bureau of Construction, Equip- 


Pensions, 
Marine Corps, 


93,000 00 
357,976 80 


3 

“ment and Repairs, 3,975,900 00 
4. Bureau of Provision and Cloth- . 

ing, 686,200 00 
5. Bureau of Medicine and Sur- 

gery, 38,500 00 
6. Miscellaneous, 1,105,708 OO 
d- 
8. 





Total Navy Estimates, 


—— 
ARMY. 


Litutenant Titpen.—The officers of the Court 
Martial at Sault St. Marie deny, in a card pub- 
lished in the New Orleans Picayune, the partici- 
pation of Lieutenant Tilden in the murder of 
Mr. Schoolcraft. It will be remembered that 
Lieutenant Tilden was tried, with others, by a 
court martial in Mexico for burglary, and the 
murder of Manuel Zorriza, in the city of Mexico, 
convicted, and sentenced to be hung, but was sub- 
quently pardoned by General Butler. 


$8,858,867 38 


Tue U. 8. Army.—The official report of the 
Adjutant General of the United States, shows 
the authorized number of troops of the line, con- 
sisting of cavalry, artillery, and infantry, (fifteen 
regiments,) to be 8,787 non-commissioned officers 
and men. ‘The actual force in service, non-com- 
missioned officers, and men, is 8,458—leaving a 
deficiency of 3°29 to be recruited. The number of 
commissioned officers is 865, without including 


seventeen military storekeepers. The number of | than last year by 658,897 miles of annual trans- 


mechanics and laborers belonging to the ordnance 


department, and now in service, is 495. ‘The ac- | On Ist July, 1845, the annual transporta- 


companying returns show the number of regulars 
and volunteer troops in service at the ternina- 
tion of the late war, as follows : 


Regulars. 
Commissioned officers 1,33 
Non-commissioned officers and men 22,695 
Aggregate regulars 24,033 
Volunteers. 
Commissioned officers 1,527 
Non-commissioned officers and men 21,590 


23,117 
47,150 

Of the regular force in service at the close of 
the war, (enlisted men,) 9,AL8 were recruited 
for five years, and 13,277 for the period of the 
war. 


Aggregate volunteers, 
Aggregate regulars and volunteers, 


—- Om 
NAVY. 


3L>> The U. S. brigs, Porroise and Bain- 
BRIDGE, arrived at Porto Praya on the | 0th of Oc- 
tober, and had leit for Porto Grande on the 28th 


of that month. The ships, Jamestown and Porrs-| 15 7 10 percent. 


moutnH, had arrived at Porto Grande. 
Tue SABBATH IN THE Navy.—Hon. John Y. 
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| of the service, as it stood at the close of the year, | 
_becessary to be made to insure the prompt and 
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POSTMASTER GENERAL’S REPORT, 
Post oFFicE DEPARTMENT, ; 
December 2, 1848. 

Sir: The post routes in operation within the 
United States, on the 30th day of June last, were 
163,208 miles in extent, and the annual transper- 
tation of the mails over’ them was 4},012,579 
miles, costing $2,448,766, as follows, to wit: 


CrA~A 





On railroads 4 327,400 miles, costing $554, i22 | 


In steamboats 4,355,800 «* $e 262,019 
Agencies connect- | 
ed therewith 54.063 | 
In coaches 14,555,188 “ “ 796,992 | 
In other modes not 
spec ified 17,744,191" “ 451,500 | 
And in addition theretu, for foreign mail 
service 160,500 | 


The table of mail service for the year ending | 
the 30th of June, 1848, made up from the state 


exhibits, as compared with the table of 1847, an, 
increase in the length of the routes in the Urited | 
States of 9,390 miles, and an increase on the 
amount of aunual transportation of 2,124,680 
miles ; but a decrease in the cost of transporta- 


| 
| 
} 


tion of $12,145 
There is, however, an increase in the cost 
of agencies to be deducied of 7,910. 


Leaving a balance of saving in the cost of 

our inland mails fur 1848, as compared 

with 1847, of 4,235 
But the cost of foreign mails, which appears 

for the first ime in the tables of this | 

year, is 100,500 
And deducting from this the seving above 

stated 4,235 | 
Leaves an excess of cost for 1848 over 

1817, of $96,265 

For this we have 2,124,680 miles more of an- 
nual transportation of our inland mails, and the 
conveyance of our foreign mails every other 
month, a distance of 3,800 miles and back. 

The new contracts made at the last annual 
lettings for the middle section embracing New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, MarySand and 
Ohio, went into operation on the Ist July, 1848, 
and exhibit a saving for the current year, to end 
30th of June next, upon the cost of the same sec- 
tion for the past year, of $61,674. This isa sa-. 
ving of nearly 12 per cent. Notwithstanding | 
this reduction of cost, the service has been in- 
creased under the new contracts. The routes | 
have been extended in distance 293 miles further, 
and in this way, and by greater frequency of 
trips, this section of service has become greater 


| 
| 
| 


portation. 


Miles. | 
tiun of the mails in the United States | 
amounted to 37 634,269 | 

Ou the 3Uth June, 1846, to 37,395,414 | 


Increase in service over the preceding | 
year 1,764,145 | 
On 30th June, 1847, amounted to 35,887,599 | 


Increase over preceding year 1,489,455 | 
On 30th June, 1948, amounted to 41,012,579 | 
Increase over preceding year 2,124,680 | 


‘Total increase for the three years 5,375,310 
But the cost of the service was Jessened as 
follows: 
Cn Ist July, 1845, it stood at $2,905 504 | 











On 30ih June, i846, du 2.716 673 

—_ 
Reduction from the preceding year 158,831 
On 30th June, 1847, it stood at $2,453,001 | 
Reduction trum the preceding year 263,672 
On 30:h June, 1848, 1t stood ut $2,448,766 | 
Keduction trom the preceding year 4,235 | 
Total reduction of cost in 3 years 456,738 | 


This is exclusive of the foreign mail vores 
performed in the last year. | 

The operations of the three years show that. 
the mail service has been augmented fifteen per- | 
cent., and its cost at the same lime diminished | 


The results of the mail lettings last spring, in| 
the middle section, will add to the service of the) 
current year, 658,897 miles more of annual 


— _ ——— 





248, connected with the service on railroads and 
steamboats. 

The service during the year has been per- 
formed by the contractors with commendable 
zeal and activity. Yet no energy can prevent 
occasional failures to deliver the mails in due 
time. In sections of the country where no 
turnpikes or McAdamized roads, or bridges over 
the streams, exist, at certain seasons of the year 
failures are unavoidable, even on the most im- 
proved and best conducted routes. Unfavorable 
wehather, ice, or snew on the railroads; storms 
or fogs on the rivers, or slight accidents to the 
machinery, must delay the mails. The specd 
now given on them renders it seldom possible to 
regain the time lost. This has been, and always 
must be, the case. 

There is, al this time, more service performed, 
with more speed, and with as much regularity, 
as al any former period; nor is it believed that 
more expedition can be given on the principal 


| mail routes, until further improvements are made 


on the roads, without endangering the conrexions 


punctual delivery of the mails. 

The foreign service, during the past year, has 
heen increased by an additional steamer, the 
Hermann, being placed on the line between New 
York and Bremen, and monthly trips are now 
peiformed between those two cilics wilh regu- 
larity. 

On the 17th of October last, the Isabel was 
placed on the Jine between Charleston and Ha- 
vana, im compliance with the contract with 
Messrs. Mordecai & Jousdin, and will hereafter 
perform semi-monthly trips. 

‘}he ocean steamers California, Panama and 
Oregon, constructed under a centract with the 
Secretary of the Navy, for service on the Pa- 
cific, have sailed from New York for Panama, 
and the California is expected to commence ser- 


vice for this department on the Ist of January 


next, from Panama to Oregon. 

The Secretary of the Navy has likewise em- 
ployed the Falcon on the Tine between Havana 
aud Chagtes, and she 1s expected to sail from 
Havana to Chagres in time for the mails to reech 
Panama, and to be ferwarded by the California 
to the territories on the Pacific coast. ‘This de- 
partment has made a contract for the transporta- 
lion of the mails across the Isthmus, from Cha- 
gies to Panama; so thal in future there will bea 
regular monthly mail from Charleston, by Hava- 
va, Chagres, and Panama, to Oregon. 

lt is to be regretted that the Ocean Steam Na- 
vigation Company have not, as yel, beew able to 
couply fully with their contract for service be- 
tween New York and Bremen. But two vessels, 
the Washington and Hermann, have as yet been 
completed. ‘The third, the Franklin, has been 
launched, and great exertions are making lo have, 
her finished und take her place in the line. The 
fourth vessel, it is believed, has not been com- 
mevuced. Notwithstanding the failure of the 
company to have their vessels ready for service 
within the time specified in the contract, it isnot 
believed that the true policy or the interests of 
ihe country would require any forfeiture of the 
coutract, or any other steps taken unfriendly to 
ihe interests. ‘Ihe great exertions of the com- 
pany to comply with thes contract, and lo secure 
the vest class of vessels suiled to the purposes of 
the government, and such as would 4o credit lo 
ihe country—the great expense of such an une- 
dertaking, the want of experience in this country 
in the Cunstruction of that class ol vessels, the 
embarrassments they have had to encounter from 
the unsetiied state of Europe, and trom conflic- 


| ting interests al home, the importance of the ser- 


vice in connecting our country more intimately 


‘and directly with the enterprising and enlighten- 


ed States of the German confederation, would 
entitle them to the mdulgence of Congress, and 
the forbearance of the Department, 

Since the contract wu made with i compa: 
ny, others have been given from New York to 
Liverpool, and from New York to New Orleans, 
upon much more favoradle terms than were al- 
lowed them. The Jast contracts made by the 
Navy Department under the direction of Con- 
gress, are for the terms of ten years, and certain 
sums of money advanced to aid in the completion 
of the vessels. ‘he contract made with the 


Mason, Secretary of the Navy, says that chaplains | transportation, while it makes a reduction from| Ocean Steam Navigation Company will last Dut 
have been appointed for the Navy, who regular-| the cost of the year ending June 30, 1848, of | 
ly officiate at their several ports, and that it has | 461,674. 


long been a eustom in the naval service to require 


| 


The number of small contractors in the ser- 


no fabor on Sunday calculated in any way to de-~ vice during the last year, was 4,017, and the num- 


secrate its sacredness. 


ber of local and mail agents and mail messengers 


five years, and no money paid them until after 
the performance of service. Similar liberality, 
it was hoped, would have been extended tothem, 
having done so much without the aid of govern- 
ment. They were the pioneers in building that 


My 
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class of vessels in this country, and no doubt | rection for this report, that the postages on mails, 


sustained serious injury in constructing them, 
from the want of experience in such underta- 
kings. The importance of the service to be per- 
formed, in a commercial and political point of 
view, give them grounds to hope for the favora- 
ble consideration of Congress. Similar advanta- 
ges extended to them would, it is believed, ena- 
ble them speedily to comply with their contract, 
and give a direct and important connection with 
the central nations of Europe. The line of ves- 
sels directed to be established, under a contract 
with the Secretary of the Navy, between New 
York and New Orleans, will, it is believed, be 
useless as a means of transporting the mails be- 
tween those points. ‘The land and steamboat 
routes over which the mail service is at present 
performed, is and will be so much more expedi- 
tious and certain than by that line, that the prin- 
cipal mails must be continued on them. But, if 
the contract could be so modified as to run daily 
between New York and Charleston, the great 
Southern mail, even from Philadelphia, might be 
sent by them to Charleston or Savannah, and 
forwarded with more expedition to New Orleans, 
than by the present routes. ‘he tables of the 
first Assistant Postmaster General accompany 
this report, marked A. 

The number of post offices on the first July 
last, was 16,159, being an increase during the 
year of 1.013. ‘The number of offices established 
was 1309. The number discontinued 296. 

The number of postmasters appointed during 


to and from England and France, are in part or 

wholly omitted. This exceeds the expenditure 
of the preceding year $227,535, and falls short 
| of the annual average expenditure for nine years 
preceding the Ist July, 1845, $300,748. The 
gross revenue arising from pustages and fines, 
excluding those arising from miscellaneous 
sources, as well as the $200,000 appropriated 
for the postages of the 


Executive Department, for the year end- 








ing 30th June, 1848, amounted to $4,117,761 
| From the same sources the year prece- 
| ding 3,832,689 
| Increase .- $285,072 


_—making $7 43 per cent. increase. 
If the revenue trom the same sources shall increase 
during the present year at the rate of six per cent., 
the proceeds will be $4,364,826 
To this may be added te amount due 
from the treasury for mail services 
from 4th March, 1847, to 30th June, 
1849, appropriated by 12th section of , 
act of 1547, 465,555 
Means applicable to the present year, $4,830,351 
Leaving a surplus over the estimated expenditures 
forthe current year, $423,336 
If the revenue for the year ending 30th June, 1850, 
shall increase at the rate of five per cent. upon the 
estimated revenue of 1849, the amount 
will be $4,583,063 
Add surplus of 1849, 428,336 
Annual appropriation for postages of go- 
veri.ment, 





200,000 





the year was 4,121. Of this number, 2,179 were 
appointed in consequence of resignations, 184 in 
consequence of deaths, 240 in consequence of 
changing sites of offices, 197 in consequence of | 
removals, 3 in consequence of expiration of 
commissions which were not renewed, 14 in con 

sequence of commissions renewed,5 in conse- 
quence of becoming Presidential appointments, | 
and 1,309 in consequence of new offices. The num- | 
ber of appointments made between the 4th of | 


March. 1845, and Ist of July, 1848, was 13,507; | 
of this number, the removals were 1,593; the | 
balance were made in consequence of resiz- | 
nations, deaths, changes of the sites of the offi- 
ces, or the establishment of new ones. The act! 
of the 17th May, 1848, directing the accounts of | 
postmasters from the Ist January, 1847, to be! 
re adMsted, and that they be allowed their com- | 
missions by the quarter instead of the year, has | 
been executed, and the sum of $112,213 44, has | 
been paid to 5,136 postmasters. 





Estimated means for 1850, $5,211,404 
Expenditures properly chargeable on the 
year 1548, 
These will be increased during the present 
year by the following items : 


Steamers from Charleston to Havana “ 
three quarters, $37,500 
Calitornia and Oregon agent, 3,200 
Additional railroad service and agents, 37,500 
Ship Hermann, belonging to the Bremen 
line, 100,000 


Miscellaneous, 25,000 


$4,402,045 
4,830,331 


Surplus, 428,336 

The estimated expenditures of 1849, 4,402 045 

This sum will be increased for the year 1850 
by the followiog items: 


Expenditures for the year 1849, 
Estimated means of 1549, 


$4,193,845 | 








Accompanying this report, marked B, will be 
found that of the Auditor for the Post office De- 
partment, niade at my request. 

The energy and zeal of the officers engaged in 
the collection and disbursement of all the funds 
of the department,’ as well as the punctuality 
and promptitude of postmasters in making pay- 
ments and settling their accounts, deserve the 
highest commendaticn. 

It appears that from the first day of July, 
1845, until the 30th of June, 1848, the revenue, 
exclusive of the annual appropriation of $200,- 
QUO for services rendered the government, 
amounted to $11,538,614. The whole has been 
collected except the following sums: 


Of the amount due June, 30, 1846, the sum of $6,162 
“ " 1847 





Ba 5.056 
“ “ 1848, 26,714 
$37,932 


More than half the sum reported for the last 
year will be probably collected within the next 
three months. 

The balance yet due is less than one-third of 
| one per cent. on the whole amount. 

The last year’s accounts have been generally 
collected without a resort to the courts of jus- 
lice. Suits have been ordered in ninety-one 
cases involving only the sum of $3,271; whilst, 
during the same period, one hundred and eight 
cases, formerly pending, have been settled, and 
‘the money paid, amounting to $10,655. This 
large sum collected within the three years, has 
been disbursed without the loss of a single dol- 
_lar,in payment of public creditors, in due and 
| proper time, it is believed, without an exception. 
| Prior to the Ist of July, 1845, there were debts 
due the Department, many of long standing, 
}amounting to $319,880. Of this sum there has 
been collected within the past year $10,809, and 
' credits allowed upon the se{thlement of accounts 
of $51,710, leaving yet a balance due the De- 
partment of $257,361. <A very large proportion 
| of this sum will be probably lost. 
| The present rates of postage will afford ample 
/means to meet the expenditure and probable in- 
'erease of the service, and leave a surplus, that 
,will in a few years enable the Department to 
repay the Treasury the amount received from it 
since the passage of the act in J845. 
| Under these circumstances, shall a further re- 
‘duction of the postage be made? The means 
which a well digested mail system affords, of a 
'rapid interchange of ideas between different and 





The gross revenue of the year ending on the! Service on new post routes and railroads, $100,000 distant sections of the country, and the conse- 


30th June last, including $200.000 appropriated | 
by the 12th section of tue act of 3d March, | 
1847, for the postages of the government, and | 
the further sum of $48,739 collected from and | 
belonging to the acco. nts of preceding years, 
amounted to $4,371,077. This sum exceeds that 
of the preceding year $425,184, being an increase 
of 10 77-100 per cent; «nd exceeds the annual 
average of the nine years preceding the 1st July, 
1845, $6,453. 

The letter postage, including the $200,000 ap- 
propriated as above stated, amounted to $3,550,- 
304, exceeding thal of the preceding year, $295,- 
791, being an increase at the rate of 9 U9-1U0 
per cent. | | 

The newspaper postage for the year, amounted | 
to $767,334, making an increase of $124,174 | 
which is equal to 19 30-100 per cent. | 

The following table extiubits the revenues, in- | 
cluding the $200,000 appropriated for the pos- | 
tages of the government, as well as the expen: | 
ditures from Ist July, 1845, to 30th June, 1848: | 

Revenue. Expend. | 
$3,457,199 4,084,296 | 





For y’r end’g June 30, 1846, 
Do du do 13847, 3,945,593 3,971,310 
Do do do 1843, 4,371,077 4.326.850 
The expenditures for the year have been in-' 

creased by the tollowing Ttems, which do not 

properly belong to it, viz: The sum allowed J. 

L. Grabam for fitting up the New York Post- 

office, by the act of 14th August, 1848, $49,787. 
The amount paid the Bremen line of steamers, 

since Ist July jast, and charged in the accounts 
of jast year, $33,338. ‘he amount paid to Post- 
inasters as extra commissions since Ist January, 

1847, by the act of the 17th May, 1848, was 112.- 

213 44, two-fifths of which should be deducted 

from the expenses of the present year, 44,886— 

$123,005; which makes the expenses properly 

chargeable to the past year $4,198,845. This 
includes also the sum of $100,UU0, paid the Bre- 
men steamers during the year, while the income 

arising therefrom is reported to be $29,082 83. 

Jt is, however, perceived, but too late for cor- 





Two additional steamers on the Panama 
line, - 200,000 
Charleston and Havana service, one 


quarter, not included in 1549, 12,500 


Additional appropriation for Florida, | 5,000 
California and Oregon agency for five 
months, not included in 1849, 2.300 


25,000 
$4.746,845 
5,211 ,407 


Surplus for 1850, $464 562 


There has accrued to the Post-oflice revenue, 
under the 12th section of the act of the 3d March, 
1847, the following sums, viz: 
From 4th March to 30th June, 1847, 

Do do 1845, 
From 4th March to 30th June, 1849, 


Miscellaneous, 





Estimated expenditures of 1850, 
Estimated means of 1850, 





$65,555 
200,000 
200 ,0U0 


$465,555 
428,336 
$37,219 
It will be seen that, notwithstanding the very 
large sums estimated for foreign service, as well 
as the additional service required in the United 
States, the revenue of the Department unaided 
by the appropriation of that act, will be equal to 


Estimated surplus 30th June, 1849, 


the close of the present year. 

This statement of the operations of the act of 
1845, upon the service and finances of the De- 
partment, confirms the opinion expressed in my 
lats annual report— 

‘‘That the present low rates of postage will not 
only pr6duce revenue enough to meet the ex- 
penditures, but leave a considerable surplus an- 
nually to be applied to the extension of the mail 
service, or would justify a still further reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage.” 

Notwithstanding the great increase of the ser- 
vice, during the last year, inland, as well as fo- 
reign, there was found, at the close of the year, 
a surplus of $172,232 beyond the expenses pro- 
perly chargeable upon it. 
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| quent increase of knowledge ; its influence upon 
| society, but little, if any, less than that of prin- 
ling; its importance to every interest, social, 
comwercial, and political, would justify the an- 
iswer that a lower rate of postage should be 
adopted, if it can be done without a departure 
‘from that principle heretofore maintained in the 
/country—that this depaftment should be sus- 
|lained from its Own resources. 
| A system so intimately connected with all 
‘other interests, and the happiness and prosperity 
of the people—so diversified in its operations, so 
/ minute in ils details, requires a careful examina- 
tion of any suggestions for ils improvement, and 
the adoption of such only as experience proves 
will be useful to the citizens, and render it more 
perfect. 
| The importance as well as a general desire for 
a cheap pustage system, has attracted much of 
public attention to the subject, not only in this, 
but other countries, within the last few years. 


‘To secure this object in most countries 1t is pla- 
ced under the control of the government, though, 


perhaps, not strictly one of its attributes. Had 
it been left to private enterprise, the more weal- 
thy and populous portions of the community 


would no doubt have been amply provided for, 
ihe expenditure, except the sum of $37,219, at | but others, less favored, would have been left 


destitute of the means of diffusing intelligence 


among the people. Of so much importance was 
a well reguiated system esteemed by those who 
framed the constitution of the United States, that 
even the States were not permitted to have any 
control over it, lest the diversity of Jegisiation 
should destroy its uniformity and regularity, and 
impair its usefulness. It may, indeed, be ques- 
tioned whether a free government over such ex- 
tGhsive territories as those of the United States 
could be maintained without it. The perfection 
of every such system consisis in the cheapness, 
speed, and security with which communications 
are interchanged between different and distant 
portions of the community, or between different 
nations. 
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Whatever may te the system adopted, the 
means for its support must be paid in some way 
by a tax on the people, for whose benefit it is es- 
tablished. In the United States upon this point, 
there has been little or nu diversity of opinion. 
That it should be collected of those who enjoy 
the benefits of the system by a charge on the 
matter conveyed in the mails, is so obviously 


just, as scarcely to have been questioned. It does | 


not seem either just or fair, that those whose 
condition in life does not enable them to partici- 
pate in its advantages, should be~called on by 
other modes of taxation to contribute to its sup- 
port. The revenues arising from it have not 
heretofore been applied to any other purpose, ex- 
cept for a short time during the war of 1812, nor 
have the revenues derived from other sources 
been applied to its use, except to aid in the effort 
recently made for its improvement. It has been 


made to depend upon itself, and thereby giving | 


to the government the best security for the faith- 
ful administration of its finances. Perhaps ne 


other means could be adopted more equitable 
and just. 


A large number of the people have little or no | 


convection with the mail system. To subject 
that class to share the burthen of its support by a 
direct tax, or by imposts levied upon the neces- 
saries of life, would meet, it is believed, the ap- 
probation of but few disinterested citizens. If 
this be the correct principle, of which the under- 
signed has no doubt, every letter or package con- 
veyed in the mails should pay a just and fair pro- 
portion of its cost of transportation, and other 
expenses alltending the delivery. There should 
be noexception. Any departure from it would 


unnecessarily increase the amount to others who | 


- Were taxed for ils maintenance. 

If the government does not seek a revenue 
from it other than that necessary for the support 
of the system, no higher charge should be made 
than the cost of transportation, and the expenses 
altending the delivery of each letter or package. 
{t is difficull, if not impossible, to ascertain with 
any degree of accuracy, the actual cost of eaah 
letter or package conveyed in the wails. Ina 
country like ours, exte.ding from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific, and from the Lakes to the Gulf, 
one portion ol it covered with cities and villages, 
demanding daily and double daily mails, with 
every facilily for speed and cheap transporta- 
tion, others sparsely populated, without any im- 
provements whatever, scarcely requiring a week- 
ly mail, the cost of transportation must neces- 
sarily vary, and change as often as new contracts 
have to be made. In no two sections of the 
couulry, probably on no two mail routes, would 
ihe cost of transportation be the same. 

A short time since, the mail was transported 


daily over one route, seventy-four ilies, in four | 


horse post-eoaches, at the rate of five cents 
per annum. Qn the other routes similar ser- 
vice will Cost $50 to $2000. In all such cases, 
the cost of each letter or package must depend 
in some degree, upon the amount paid to the 
contractors. The contract changes every four 
years, and the price for the service depends 
upon consideratious connected with. travel over 
the route, the chances of competition, cost of 
supplies, &c., as well at upon the distance. The 
expense of receiving, forwarding, and delivery 
wili slightly increase the cost of each, according 
to the distance it is conveyed, or the nuuber of 
persons through whose hands it must pass, but 
neither of these, nor all of them together, will 
more sffect the cost of each, than the number 
conveyed in the mails, and that depends ina 
great degree upon the rate of postage. 

If, however, the cost of each could be easily 
and accurately ascertained, its want of unifor- 
mity would prevent its adoption as the rate. 

In ascertaining a standard by which the rates 
are to be adjusted, the cust on different routes in 
ihe several sections of the Union, the distance to 
be conveyed, the expense in the offices, of re- 
ceiving, forwarding and delivery, are too minute 
and unimportant to deserve much conswweration. 

‘The best, and the only practicable criterion, 
will be the expense of the whole system com- 
pared with the revenue, and the adoption of 
such a rate as experience shows to be enough to 
make the one meet the other, approaching as 
nearly as possible the cost. 

Prior to the passage of the act of 1845, the 
rates of postage on letters were adjusted accord- 
ing to the number of pieces, making one a single 
Jetter, and diflerent sums paid, according to the 
distance they were conveyed, as if that was the 
principal element in estimating the cost. The 


principle was not entirely abandoned by the act 
of 1845, though much simplified and improved, 
while charging by the piece is entirely surrenaer- 
ed, and the more just and equitable mode, by 
weight, substituted. Experience proved that the 
rates, prior to the passage of that act were too high 
for the purposes of revenue. For a series of years 
prior to that time, the expenditures regularly ex- 
ceeded the income, exhibiting an annual average 
deficiency of about $125,000 for the eight years 
preceding the passage of the act. ‘These defi- 
ciencies occurred while the transportation gradu- 
ally diminished, within the Jast four or five years, 
about twelve thousand m.les in extent; so that if 
the high rates of postage had been continued, the 
service must have been greatly diminished, or 
large sums of money drawn annually from the 
Treasury for its use. 

| This result may be mainly attributed to two 
causes: First, the multiplication of railroads and 
steamboat lines augmented the expense of the 
mail transportation froin $404,123, in 1838, to 
$843,430 on the 30th of June, 1845; more than 
double the former mail pay, whilst to individuals 
the expenses of transportation were diminished 
more than half. 
| tage and the reduced fare for travel enabled the 
, express asto enter into competition with the De- 
| partasent, by conveying letlers out of the mails. 
| J his business was extensively carried on, not- 
| withstanding the severe penalties of the law, and 
| the energetic and determined efforts of the De- 
| partment to enforce them. 

The act of 1845 reduced the rates of postage 
'more than one-half, and substituted the hall- 
‘ounce for a single Jetter, in lieu of the single 
piece of paper. 

At the close of the first year, 30th June, 1846, 
the deficiency proved much Jess than was expec- 
ted, only amounting to $597.098, and at the end 
of the second year only to $25,417, while at the 
end of the third year there was found a surplus 











the service in each of the years. 


by a reduction of the expenditures nearly equal- 
ing the increase. 
expectation of the friends of the act. 

‘The increased business in the offices, and the 


rates of postage, leads to the conclusion that the 
ten per cent. rate may be dispensed with at the 
close of the present year, if such other modifica- 
tions of thatactas have been suggested in my 
former reports should be adopted. In my last 
annual report an estimate was made of the pay- 
ing letters which passed through the mails for 
the year ending 30:h June, 1847. This was 
founded upon the revenues of the preceding 
year, and the October returns of 1845, which 


Congress. From this it appeared that the num- 
ber of letters paying postage, including ship and 
steamboat letters, ship letters forwarded 10 the 
mails, drop-letter-, and printed circulars, amoun- 
ted to 52,173,480. An estimate upon the same 
principle, for tne year ending the 30th June last, 
would give as the nuinber of paying letters 58,- 
U69,075. ‘The October returns showed that over 
one-fourth and less than one-third of the letter 
| postage was derived from the ten per cent. rate. 
This, taken as the basis of calculation, would 
make 14,303,753 letters paying that rate. If, 
therefore, that rate should be drupped at the 
close of the present year, there would be a loss 
of 715,187 to be supplied from sume other source 
during the next year. 

jt can scarcely be doubted that, with the sur- 

lus expected, at the close of the present year, 
of $428,336, for the postages of the government 
for ihe next year, the increase of correspon- 
dence, from the reduction im the rate of postage 
and the abolition of the franking privilege, as 
well as the saving on dead letteis if pre-payment 
should be required, and the two cents that are 
paid for advertising, and for the delivery of free 
letters, would enable the department to meet ils 
expenditures from its own resources on the 30th 
of June, 1850. If, after that time, the business 
of the offices shall continue to increase as it Las 
done since the act of 1845, which 1s probable, 
‘from the rapid increase ol the population and 
| business of the country, the department would 
;}not be embarrassed for the waut of means to 
_ meet any probable increase in the service. 

One viher consequence, expected by the friends 
of the act of 1845, and which was relied on as a 
certain means of improving the revenue, has not 








Second, the high rates of pos-| 


This was cau- | 
sed not only by an increase of the revenue, but! 


That, however, exceeded the. 


improvement of the revenue under the present 


had been made in pursuance of a resolution of | 
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been realized. It was confidently believed that 
by such a reduction in the rates of postage, the 
business of the expresses would be made unpro- 
fitable, and be abandoned. ‘This has not been 
the case. The business, it is believed, between 
the principal cities, is continued with much ac- 
tivity, and the revenue seriously impaired by it. 
In a recent number of the Pathfinder, published 
in Boston, the names of two hundred and thirty- 
five cities and villages are given, which are re- 
gularly supplied by express men with packages 
from that city, and most of them, doubtless, con- 
veying letters regularly out of the mails. The 
penalties now imposed by law are sufficient for 
their suppression, if proper means were placed 
in the hands of the Department for their detec- 
tion; but itis believed that no rate of postage 
which would cover the expenses of the system, 
could be adopted, sufficiently low to induce them 
to abandon it. } 

In settling the rates of postage, it is not unim.- 
portant to have them correspond with the current 
and legal coins of the United States. The fewer 
the rates, the more convenient to the postmasters 
in performing their duties in their offices, and 
less liable to err in keeping their accounts, and 
setting them with the Department. 

Simplicity in the rates, 28 well as in the mode 
of keeping their accounts, will promote cheapness 
as well as regularity in the transportation aud de- 
livery of the mails. 

For the purpose of taxation, the matter con- 
veyed in the mails should be classified as fol- 
lows :— 

First—Letter postage should embrace all writ- 
ten communicaiions, under seal or not, and each 
sealed packet or package. ‘This class is compo. 
sed of private confidenuial communications, often 
containing articles of value, partaking more of 
individual than public interest, requiring more 
care in their preservation, more laber in s'ainp- 
ing, packing, and enveloping, than printed mat- 


of $172,232 beyond the proper expenses of the} ter, and are always forwarded under lock and 
year, notwithstanding the very great increase in | key ; and should therefore be charged ata higher 


rate. A uniform rate of five cents, for each half 
ounce or fraction under, would be as low, in the 
opinion of the undersigned, as they could be made, 
consistently with the principles above stated. 
Second—Newspapers. ‘This class has always 
been esteemed of so much importance Jo the 
public, as the best means of disseminating intel- 
ligence generally among the people, thatthe low- 
est rate has always been applied, for the purpose 
of encouraging their circulation. Heretolore, 


the charge tas been made upon each paper, will- 





out regard to weight, which is unjust to the pub- 
lishers, as well as the public; and there ts no sa- 
tisfactory reason why they should not be charged 
by weight, as well as letters and other sealed 
packages. This would lead to a discontinuance 
of the practice of depositing newspapers in the 
mails before they are dry, which renders them 
more liable to injury, and their weight is greatly 
increased from tue dampness of the paper. A 
uniform rate of one cent upon each ounce or 
fraction under it, would be more just, and proba- 
bly yield as much revenue as the present rates. 
Third—Al\\ other printed matter, of whatever 
nature or kind, should be rated with double news- 
paper postage. Letters containing articles of va- 
jue, upon the application, of the writer, should 
be registered, and a receipt taken for the delive- 
ry, and triple letter pustage charged. — 
The privciples suggested for regulating whe in- 
land postage, apply with equal force to the fo- 
reign, except thal the service is much more ex 
pensive, and would require an increased rate- 
Uniformity in the rate is not less important in 
the one than in the other. ‘The pumber and 
different amount of rates now charged by law, 
are very inconvenient to the public, as well as 
to the officers, in the discharge of their duties. 
Forty cents are now charged to or from Califor- 
nia and Oregon ; thirty cents to or from Pana- 
ma ; twenty-four cents to Europe 5 twenty cents 
to Chagres ; twelve and a half cents to Havana ; 
six cents when delivered al the ports of landing ; 
two cents in addition to the regular postage, 
when taken in the mails; one cent to the post- 
master when sent outof thecountry. It is be- 
lieved that one uniform rate of fifteen cents 
might be advantageously adopted for the foreign 
postage, and made applicable to our Territories 
on the Pacific, and produce more revenue than 
the charges now made. ‘The commercial inte- 
rests of the country, the social and friendly in- 
tercourse now existing, and daily increasing be- 
tween the eilizens of the United States and the 
people of other countries, would be greatly pro- 
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moted by the adoption of that, or some one rate 


less than is at present charged. This would pro-/ 


bably soon be adopted by other countries hav- 
ing steamers engaged in similar service. News~ 
papers and other printed matter sent from or re- 
ceived into the United States, might be rated 
with double the inland postage on similar maila- 
ble matter. 

In addition, the Post Office Department, under 
the directions of the President, should have 
power lo raise or lower these rates of postage 
whenever it becomes necessary, on account of 
the competition from other countries, and to im- 
pose restrictions upon the vessels of any foreign 
nation. When such powers are given to the post 
offices in other countries, such restrictions may 
be imposed, when Congress is not in session, as 
may deprive the vessels of the United States ol 
ay participation in carrying letters. ‘This was 
done by an order from the Lords of the Treasu- 
ry, in Great Britain, on the 9ih of June, 13847, 
preceding the arrival of the Washington at 
Southampton, and which had the effect to de- 
prive that vessel of any reasonable share of the 
business between this country and England or 
France. That order remained in force more 
than a year, against all our remonstrances, be- 
fore a law could be passed to weet the emer- 
gency. 

li the proposed reductions are to be made, 
and the Department required to sustain itsell, 
it is indispensable that the franking privilege 
should be abolished. It is now greater and more 
exclusively used than at any former period; and 





called for, refused, and remain as dead matter in 
them. From a careful examination, it has 
been ascertained that 52,000 annually are recei- 
ved and remain as dead matter in the office at 
New York ; at Boston and Baltimore about 10,- 
000 annually, and at Philade!phia about 20,000. 

If each office averaged but one daily, a low 
estimate, the whoie number in a year would be 
9,898 035, which, at the rate of one cent, would 
be $58,890. If pre-payment be not required, 
then vead letters, papers and pamphlets should be 
returned to the writers or publishers, aud the 
payment of double postage, as well as the cost of 
advertising, be required of them. But little in- 
convenience would be felt by the public since 
the adoption ot adhesive stamps as the evidence 
of pre-payment of letters. ‘Their use would soon 
become general, if authority was given to sell 
them al/a slight per cent. discount at the Depart- 
ment, so as to make it an object to stationers and 
other traders to keep them on hand for the acco- 
modation of the public. 

The pre-payment of official communications 
from the executive branch of the government is 
now made by a specific appropristion annually. 
Similar provisions might be made by the legisla- 
live branch, or a specific sum allowed each mem- 
ber to cover official comimunications to and from 
him. 

‘The pre-payment of mailable matter, at the 
proposed low rates, would net, it is believed, ma- 








of the adhesive stumps, willsimplily the transac. | 


removal should be made, except for good and 

sufficient eause, to be reported to each session of 

the Senate. CAVE JOHNSON, 
Postmaster General. 


THe Pvsiic Domain.—The fcllowing are 
gathered from the annual report of the General 
Land Office, accompanying the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. ; 

The Public Domain hes in twelve States— 
Ohio, Indiana, Ilinois, Missouri, Alabama, Mis- 
Sissippi, Louisiana, Michigan, Arkansas, Wis. 
consin, lowa and Florida, and in the Northern 
and Western territories. It covers, according 
to estimate, 1,584,243,200 acres, of which up to 
the 30th September last about 142,026,003 acres 
had been disposed of, leaving unsoid 1,442,217,- 
197 acres. In the new States it lies in large 
oe in the older States, it is in detached par- 
cels. 

1. The first branch of the report relates to the 
survey and disposal of the public lands in the se- 
veral States. 

Ohio.—The whole of the publie domain in 
this State has been surveyed, amounting to 25,- 
576 960 acres. There are two land offices, one 
at Chilicothe and the other at Defiance. All the 
lands have been offered at sale, and the amount 
still undisposed of is 875,465 acres. 

Indiana.—The area of public lands in this State 
is 21,637,700 acres. The whole has been sur- 


terially diminish the number of letters sent in| veyed and offered for sale. There is still 3,572,- 
the mails; and in connection with the general use | 


645 acres unsold. 
Itlinois.—The area of this State is 35,458,569 


asihe privilege is enlarged, the abuses under il | tion of business in the offices, the seltiement of | acres. ‘The whole has been surveyed, proclaimed 
| their accounts, and concentrate the funds of the | and offered for sale. There still remains 15,693,- 


increase. ‘The immense mass of free matter 
sent through the mails necessarily requires a 
higher and more expensive grade of service, to 


enable the contractors to transport it. It 1s not! 


unusual for coach service to be demanded on 
ruules, yielding comparatively nothing, fur the 
transpuriation of public documents and other 
free walter. Over one route a double line of 
f our-borse post coaches has become indispensable. 


Scme estimate may be formed of the additional | 
expense of transportation, {rom the fact reported | 


from the city post ollice, that in seven days, from 


the Gth until the 12:h day of August last, inclu- | 


sive, 450 bays of tree matter, weighing 35,550 
pounds, averaging daily 5,078 pounds, passed 
through thes ollice. 

Upon inquiry, it appears that, between the Ist 
of Dec. anu the [stot Oct. last, there was seut 
from the two houses of Congress, through the 
inails, about five millions of copies of speeches 
aud olber matter, Weighing under lwo ounces, and 
about one hundred aud seventy-seven thousand 
public dvucuments, besides the letters written by 
the members of the House of Representatives; 
and there remained to be forwarded more than one 
half of the public documents ordered to be prin- 
ted at the last session. Sucha mass of matter 
thrown upon the mails, must necessarily add to 
the cost of transportation, retard the progress of 
the mails, and produce a great proporttuo of the 
failures that are made on the uninuproved routes 
in the newer sections of the country. But this 
is not all: the Department is compelled to pay 
the postmasters, whose compensation does not 
exceed $2,000 per anoum, two cents for the de- 
livery ol each {ree letler or document. A large 
proportion of the documents and papers thus 
sent iree, are, it is believed, seldom read, and il 
read, butof little public interest, and worse than 
useless ; nas uuch as the exercise of the privi- 
jege to the exlent now practiced, tends to pre- 
vent, if it does not materially interfere with, 
the circulation of the village newspapers in their 
respective localities. ‘Ibis subject has been so 
forcibly presented to the House in the Report of 
the Commitiee of Pust-otlices and Post-roads, at 
the last session, and several other Reports pre- 
vious to that time, that itis not deemed neces- 
sary to enlarge upon it al this time. 

Whether the suggestions for the modifications 
of the act of 1845 be adopted or not, all matter 
sent in the wails should be pre-paid. ‘his wight 
indemuily the Department tor the great loss sus- 
tained for the ti:ausmission of letters not taken 
from the offices. Near two millions of dead let 
ters are annually returned to the Depariment, 
upon which it pot only joses the postage, but 
pays two cents each foc advertising; and this is 
1p addilion to the expense incurred in opening 
and returning those of value to the writers, aud 
destroying those of no value. Newspapers, pe- 
riodiculs, pamphlets, and essays of various kiuds, 
probably not less in number than the dead Ieltters, 
are seul to the offices and never called for, or il 


Department at the centre of business in the dif- 
lerent sections of the Union, where the money is 
needed, and in a great degree avoid the hazards 
incident to the collection and transmission of 


| available. 





poris, Which | deem it unnecessary to repeat. 

| It may not be inappropriate to remark, that 
‘those connected with administrative duties of 
this department could not but have observed 


Other suggestions for the improvement of the | 
act of 1846, have been mace in my former re- | surveyed, and of the ae is believed that 
e 


that there has been for some years past, a/| 
strong feeling petvading the country, that the | 
system has been conducted by an organized | 
corps, extending throughout the Uuion, into | 


| 076 unsold. % 


Wisconsin.—T he area in this State is 34,511,- 


_ 360 acres, of which 14,352.879 has been sur- 
' veyed, and 1.344,000 more will be during the 
funds to the places where they can be made | year, 28,863,763 acres are still unsold. 


Iowa. —The boundaries of this State include 
32,584,960 acres, of which 14,806,381 have been 


2,240,000 acres will be surveyed in the ensuing 
year. The greater part of the unsold land lies 
between Brown and Sullivan’s line, and cannot 
be sold until the boundary question between Mis- 
souri and lowa, pending in the U. S. Supreme 
Court, shall have been settled. The amount un- 
sold is 29,868,038 acre, 

Missouri —The whole extent of lands in this 


|every neighborhvod, under the control of politi-| State is 43,123,200 acres, of which 41,486,537 
cians, at the seat of government, wielded with | have been surveyed. Of the remainder, it is 
ihe view of promoting party purposes and party | believed that 1,200,000 acres will be surveyed 
organization, rather than the business and social during thenext year. All the disposable land 


| interests it was created lo advance ; that the of- | has been proclaimed and offered at sale, and adupt- 


' services, rather than from the merit and qualifi- 
| cations of those selected; and that each Presi- 
dential contest is to produce a new distribution 
of the offices, and hence embittered political 
contests are excited in almost every neighbor- 
hood, demoralizing in their tendencies, and in- 
juriously affecting the purity of elections. 

Whilst such apprehensions are entertained by 
a respectable portion of the community, a want 
of contidence in the honesty and correctness of 
the officers, however pure and upright in their 
conduct, soon shows itself, seriously injuring the 
business of the offices and bringing discredit on 
ihe system itself. The post-office system was 
desigued for business purposes, for tie cultiva- 
tion of the social and {riendly leelings among the 
citizens of the different sections of the Union, 
and should be in no wise connected with the par- 
ty politics of the day. ‘This will give that degree 
of confidence in ils agents necessary to render it 
ihe most usefnl to the people. ‘There does not 
seem apy reason why the business and social 
sgent of the people, should be more connected 
with them, than the olflicers of the courts of jus- 
tice, or the accounting officers of the govern- 
ment—il it were believed that the latter officers 
performed the duties assigned (o them witha 
view to the advancement of party purposes, pub- 
lic opinion would soon correct the evil—if the 
post-oflice were alike exempt from political in- 
Huence and party contests, public confidence 
would be maintained, and the best interests of 
ihe system promoted. 





these objects would not be advanced, should the 


sident to the Sevate for a specific term of years, 
be separated from the Cabinet, and only remo- 
vable by impeachment; and the appointment ol 
ihe principa! subordinate officers for a like term 
of years, be given to him, and to provide that no 
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lt may be well worthy of consideration, if 


Post-master General be nominated by the Pre- 





fices were bestowed as the reward of partizan| ing Sullivan’s line as the northern boundary, 


there are 29,766,740 acres unsold. 

Arkansas.-—The surveys of the whole of the 
public lands, amounting to 33,406,720 acres, 
have been completed; 27,669,220 are still un- 
sold. 

Louisiana.—The area of this State is 29,715,- 
840 acres, of which 20,343,442 acres have been 
surveyed, and of the balance, it 1s believed 336,- 
00U acres will be surveyed during the year. 
Great difficulties have been encountered from 
the defects and errors in the early surveys. 
Many districts have to be re-surveyed. There 
remain 23,677,775 acres still unsold. 

Mississippi.—1n this State, having 30,174,080 
acres, the whole have been surveyed, and returns 
made; 11 815,040 acres remain unsold. 

Alabama.—The lands in this State, embracing 
32,462,080 acres, have all been surveyed; 17,- 
516,346 remain the property of the guvern- 
ment. 

Florida.—The area in this State is 37,931,520 
acres; of which 15,032,052.acres have been sur- 
veyed. During the next year it is expected that 
2,240,000 more will be surveyed. there now 
remains 36,137,137 acres unsold. Great diffi- 
culty has been experienced in locating private 
claims in this State. Surveys of such claims 
have been made under authority of Congress by 
deputies. The survey of the islands, keys and 
other jands, in South Florida, also authorized by 
Congress, has been entrusted to the Coast Sur- 
vey. 

% compliment is paid in the Report, to the 
Surveyor-General, for the ability and zeal with 
which he has carried out the views of the office, 
and the surveys, it is believed, have been faith- 
fully and correctly executed. The Report re- 
commends the establishment of a Surveyor-Gene- 
ral’s office in Oregon, a commission to adjudi- 
cate the private claims in California and New 
Mexico, aud subsequently the establishment of 
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a Surveyor’s office there also; the surveying 
system should also be extended to those Terri- 
tories and Nebraska. 

The surveys in Arkansas and Missouri are to 
be closed on the boundary line established by 
Congress, February 15, 1848. Wolf’s Island in 
the Mississippi, is to be deemed part of Missouri. 
The boundary between Missouri and lowa is 





st:ll in dispute, before the U. 8S. Supreme Court; | 200 


on those between Arkansas and Louisiana, and 
between Georgia and Florida, no action has been 
taken. They ought to be settled at once. 

Ii. The second division of the Report relates 
to Private Land Claims. . 

Claims of this sort, growing out of disputed or 
unsettled boundaries, are scattered over the 
whole domain, showing the progress of settle- 
ment, but embarrassing the proceedings of the 
office. Authority is asked for the Department to 
order the location cf them under certain circum- 
stances and conditions, and to adjust conflicting 
individual claims. Power is also asked to in- 
vestigate sundry claims of this sort in Louisiana. 
Attention is asked to the propriety of selling 
certain lots at Sault St. Marie at public ac 





lion. 

The archives of the State of Florida have | 
been confided to the Surveyor General at St. | 
Augustine. 

Farther legislation m regard to Oregon is | 
called for, in order to establish a tribunal for the | 
adjustment of claims and to empower tlie hol- 
ders of Jand here to exercise control over it. | 
The rights of private property conferred there | 
by the territorial governinent, and in New Mexico | 
by the government now superseded, having | 
been annulled, confirmatory action by Cougress 
is needed, 

Events have shown that it was fortunate for 
the U. States that the colonization grant sought 
by Macnamara from the Mexican Government 
of 3,000 square leagues, between the San Joa- 
quin and the Sierra Madre, was frustrated. | 
‘The Californian authorities, just before the U. 
States flag was raised there, sold large tracts of 
Jand at merely nominal prices to foreigners as 
well as residents, and made very large grants 
hastily and without proper legal forms. Legal 
provision should be made at once for annulling 
them. 

The grant of school lands to Oregon should 
be extended to New Mexico and California. 
The people of these new regions have a right to 
expect the early settlement of claims, the gra- 
dual extinguishment of Indian titles, the estab- 
lishment of surveying departments, the exten- 
sion of our surveying system over their lands, 
and the opening of offices for selling the public | 

{ 











domain. 

It is suggested that a superintendent, with a. 
corps of surveyors, should be appointed to exa- 
mine the mineral sections and survey them into 
tracts of say ten acres each, for persons desirous 
of making mineral explorations; to fix a rea- 
sonable minimum price, with the right of pre- 
emption after exposure to public sale. 
~ JH. The third branch of the Repert relates to 
Indian Reservations. 

The business in this department is steadily pro- 
gressing. In the Chickasaw cession, which em- 
braces 6,718,586 acres, alter satisfying the re- 
serves, which cover over a third, the rest has 
been offered for sale ; 23,800 patents have been 
made out for sales. 

1V. The Proclamations of Land Sales during the 
year have embraced the following amouuts: 


Acres. Acres. 


In Michigan, 2,602,218 In Arkansas, 937,864 
Wisconsin, 877,963 Louisiana, 281,961 
lowa, 1,925,317 Florida, 1,361,369 
Missouri, 1,410,049 ectsitchiiadeiial 

, Total, 9,459,741 


The quantity surveyed and prepared for mar- 
ket, but which cannot yet be offered, is 4,716,375 | 
acres. The quantity estimated for survey ex- 
pected to be clused during the next year is 9,113,- 
4U0 acres. 

During the year 1847 there was sold of the 
public lands 2,521,305 acres, for which there 
was received, in cash $3,201,234; in treasury 
notes $20,452; in treasurer’s receipis $72; in 
military land scrip $5,196, in forfeited land stock 
$92, and in Choctaw certificates $69,306—ma- 
king a total of $3,596,404. 

During the first three quarters of 1848 there 
was sold 1,448,240 acres, for which there was 
received a total of $2,030,688. ‘There has been 
Jocated with Choctaw certificates, distinct from 
the ordinary sales, from July 1 to Dec. 12, 1847, 











95,903 acres, and during the first three quarters 
of 1848, 42,083, and in Oct, 1848, 3,216. There 
have been located with bounty land warrants? 
under the act of 1842, for services during the 
war of 1812, during 1847, 37,440 acres, and du- 
ring the first three quarters of 1848, 3,840. With 
Mexican war warrants there were entered during 
1847, 250,320 acres, and in 1848, so far, 1,525,- 
_ The total amount of public lands disposed of 
in the periods aforesaid, is thus seen to be 5,887,- 
590 acres. 

Since March 19, 1847, (the date of the first,) 
there have been issued 39,825 Mexican war war- 
rants fur 160 acres each—for 6,372,000 acres— 
2,349 of 40 acres each—for 133,960 acres—mak- 
ing the whole number issued up to Nov. 30, 
1848, 43,174, embracing 6,505,960. acres. The 
whole number of regulars and volunteers enti- 
titled to bounty land 1s about 90.000. The num- 
ber of warrants issued by the Commissioner of 
Pensions is 43,174, so that about 46,826 remain 
to be issued. The average number of warrants 
issued per day by the Commissioner of Pensions 
is from 150 to 200—so that abouta year will be 
required for this service. Probably 10,000 or 
15,000, however, will not be presented within 
that time. 

The estimated receipts in cash for sales of 
public lands during 1849, are $2,834 700, and for 
1850, $2,407,500, provided the usual quantity is 
surveyed and brought into the market. The fal- 
ling olf in receipts is owing to the fact that many 
tracts are located with Mexican war warrants 
instead of cash. 

It is estimated that 15,000 warrants, covering 
2,400,000 acres, will be located during the bal- 
ance of the current year; and 25,000, embracing 
4,000,000, for the year 1850. 

‘The compensation allowed to the district land 
officers for locating these warrants, is found to be 
inadequate. It is recommended that they be al- 
lowed the same per centage as for cash entries, 
except when located for the soldier to whom it 
is issued 

V. State Selections.—The following statement 
shows the quantity of Jand to which each of the 
new States was entitled, under the 8th section of 
the actof Congress of Sept. 4, 1841 ; the num- 
ber of acres selected and located by each, and 
approved by the Secretary of the Treasury up 
to Nov. 30, 1848, and the residue not as yet se- 
lected and finally located, to which each of said 
States is entitled respectively: 
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Arkansas 500,000 00 490869 46 9,130 54 
Missouri 500,000 00 497,997 62 1.002 38 
Louisiana 500,000 00 245,671 33 254,628 62 
Lilinois 209 085 50 209,060 05 25 45 
Michigan 500,000 00 492.914 ‘07 7,085 93 
Alabama 97,469 17 none. 97,469 17 
Florida 499,990 00 none. 499,990 00 
Iowa 500,000 00 5,866 39 491.133 61 
Mississippi 500,000 00 478,643 20 21,356 80 
Wisconsin 360,364 Oi none. 360,364 01 





Total acres 4,166,908 68 2,421,722 17 1,745,186 51 

Showing that the aggregate amount to which 
said States were originally entitled under the 
act referred to, was 4,166 908 acres ; the quan- 
tity already selected. located and approved by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, 2,421,722 41 000 
acres ; the quantity selected, but the locations 
of which have been suspended for farther exami- 
nation, 391,319 99-100 acres; and the quantity 
to which said States are yet entitled on the 30th 
of November, 1848, 1,745,186 51-100 acres, in- 


'cluding the cases of location held up for far- 


ther examination, and which have not been ap- 
proved by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Vl. In regard to Suspended Entries, since the 
last report the following cases have been adjudi- 
cated favorable to the claimants: 


Acres. 

In Mississippi 5 pre emption entries 500 
Louisiana 32 pre-emption entries 4,160 

9 private entries 1,920 

Missouri 159 pre-emption entries 20,640 

14 private entries 1,120 

Arkansas 12 pre-emption entries 1,520 

9 private entries 1,760 

Wisconsin 2 pre-emption entries 160 
558 private entries 46,800 


Florida pre-emption entries 4x0 


6 
Indiana 1 pre-emption entry 80 
Total confirm’d 807 embracing ~ 79,200 
Rejected 2 in Wisconsin 160 


Vil. In regard tothe number of Patents en- 
grossed, &c., the following statement is made : 

The number of cash system Patents engrossed, 
recorded and transmitted on account of ordinary 
sales, is 134,500. 

The number for private land claims, Indian 
reservations and Chickasaw Indian sales, is 1622, 

The number upon located bounty Jand war- 
rants for services in the war of 1812, is 257. 

The number of Virginia military patents, in 
the Virginia military reservation in Obio, 1s 375. 

The number on locations made with Mexican 
war warrants, 5,00. 

Making the total number 141,756. 

The number of copies or exewplifications per- 
mitted to applicants, for the various branches 
during the year, was 1413. 

VIII. There are three military districts in 
Ohio, originally carved out of the North-West 
Territory, set apart for services rendered during 
the Revolutionary war. 

1. The U.S. Military District contained origi- 
nally 2,514,867 acres, of which there is now un- 
diposed of only 16,710 acres. 

2. The Canadian and Nova Scotia Refugee 
land District originally covered 97,930 acres, 
set apart for refugees from those British Proviu- 
ces, of wh.ch only 1,0c2 acres are still vacant, 

3. The Virginia Military District contained 
originally over four millions acres, reserved by 
the State of Virginia in her session for satisly~ 
ing the claims of her own officers and-soldiers. 
About 175,000 acres of this tract is still vacant. 

1X. Of the Lead Mineral Land entries in the 
Mineral Point District in Wisconsin, 540 of the 
9956 entries, ordered to be investigated for fraud, 
have been confirmed, 

The sales of jands in the Copper Districts have 
fallen short of expectations. jiu the Lake Supe- 
rior district, Michigan, there have been sold 2,016 
acres al $5 per acre, aid 6,464 under leases and 
at $2,50 per acre, amounting to $26,242. There is 
no douvl there are wany valuable mines there, 
but there are also many deposits not worth 
working. ‘Lhe leasing system has been proved 
to be very injurious. Farther facilities for set- 
tling these lands should be afforded, and the re- 
port recommends that their price be reduced to 
the ordinary minimum. 

Several of the mines that have been worked, 
have proved valuable. The agency has yielded 
a revenue beyond its expenses of about $7,000 
in two years. 

The pre-emption privilege, it is urged, should 
be extended to actual seltiers on all lands whether 
surveyed or not, and sundry suggestions are made 
with a view ltaprotect selilers and guard against 
frauds. 

School Lands.—Congress has granted the six- 
teeuth section to every township for the support 
of schools. The purpose, however, has often 
been defeated by the section being of worthless 
land. Provision for such cases is recommended. 
The States of Louisiana and Florida, which 
have suffered particularly from this circumsiance 
jhave petitioned for relief. An enlargement of 
the school donation is also suggested by the re- 
port. A grant of lund is also asked for schools 
in the District of Columbia. 

The Report recommends that the swamp lands 
be given to the States where they lie, on condi- 
tion that the proceeds be applied to reclaiming, 
and the balance to form atund for purposes of 





education and internal improvemeat. itis sug- 





gested, also, that in all cases where the quantity 
of public Jands is reduced below one millon 
acres, they be ceded to the States in which they 
lie. 

In conclusion, the Commissioner speaks of 
the intelligence and talent by which he has been 
aided in the discharge’of the dutics of the 
othce. 





Memortat—To the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled: 

The peace recently concluded between the 
Republic of Mexico and the United States, has 
created new interests for the latter country by 
the acquisition of valuable territory upon the 
Pacific Ocean, and the late discovery of very 
rich and extensive gold mines in Caliiornia has 





suddenly invested this subject with new and un- 
expected importance. 
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Within the past six months, deposits of placer 
gold have been found at various points through- 
out a region of country, in California, about six 
hundred miles in extent, which are believed to 
be equal in richness to any similar ones in the 
world. All that section of country laying upon 
the eastern side of the Sacramento river, and 
drained by its tributaries, from its head waters 
to its mouth, is known to cuntain rich deposits of 
gold. Gold is also known to exist upon some of 
the tributaries of the San Joaquin river, and in 
various localities in the chain of mountains sepa- 
rating the waters of that river from those which 
run into the Pacific Ocean, as far south as Ciu- 
dad de los Angeles. 

At this moment, the largest portion of the 
people of California are engaged in working 
these mines. Intelligent men from all parts of 
the gold regions, state that there are at least | 
three thousand persons, whites and Indians, now | 
empioyed in gollecting the precious metal in| 
California, sata least average amount obtained | 
by each man, taking the year together, will be | 
eight dollars per day. It is believed by your | 
memorialists that at least $5,000,000 in gold | 
dust, at $16 per ounce, Troy weight, will be re- | 
moved from these mines in the year ending July | 
Ist, 1849. Large as this sum appears, your me | 


mortalists are confident it is not exaggerated, as | 





Petition of the People of New Mexico, assembled in 
convention, to the Congress of the United States of 
America : 


We, the people of New Mexico, respectfully peti- 
tion Congress for the speedy organization, by law, 
of a territorial government for us. 

We respectfully petition Congress to grant us a 
government purely civil in its character. 

We respectfully represent that the organic and 
statute laws promulgated by authority of the United 
States, September 22, 1846, for the temporary civil 
government of New Mexico, (a copy of which is 
despatched,) with some few suoieroaa, would be 
acceptable to us. 

We desire the following offices to be fiiled by ap- 
pointment of the President of the United States, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate :— 
The Governor, Secretary of State, United States 
Marshal, United States District Attorney, and 
Judges. 

We desire to have all the usual rights of appeal 
from the courts of this Territory to the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 

We respectfully but firmiy protest against the dis- 
memberment of our territory in favor of Texas, or 
for any cause. 

We vo not desire to have domestic slavery within 
onr borders; and until the time shall arrive for our 
admission into the Union as a State, we desire to be 
protected by Congress against their introduction 
among us, 

We desire a local Legislature, such as is prescri- 


———————____ LS 
ment for the year ending June 30, 1848, was pre- 
sented, laid on the table, and ordered to be prin- 
ted. 

On motion of Mr. Rusk, the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills was filled by the appointment of Mr. — 
Fitzgerald. 


House or Representatives. —Mr. M’Clernand 
appeared in his seat. 

The consideration of the resolution offered 
yesterday by Mr. McLane, of Md., and which 
was pending at the adjournment, was resumed ; 
and, the question being taken on the passage of 
the same, it was determined in the afirmative— 
yeas 85, nays 87. 
| Anda motion to reconsider having been made, 
_and that motion ordered to lie upon the the table 
| by a vote of 89 yeas, to86 nays, the resolution 
| stands passed. 
| Sundry petitions, of a private nature, were 
| presented and referred; reports of committees 
/were made upon unimportant subjects. - 


| Bills introduced.—By Mr. Evans, of Md.: a bill 
| to authorise the appointment of an officer to grant 
/enrolmepts and licenses, to reside at Chesapeake 
City. 
| By Mr. Greely: a bill to discourage specula- 
‘tion in the public lands, and to secure homes 


'thereon to actual settlers and cultivators; which 





their calculation is based. upon the minimum | bed in the laws of New Mexico, September 22, 1846, , Dill was read and referred. - 


estimates drawn from most reliable sources as | 
data. 


subject to the usual acts of Congress. 
We desire that our interests may be represented 


| Mr. Palfrey asked leave to introduce a bill pro- 
viding for the repeal of all acts of Congress es- 


When it is recollected ‘that this sum is more by a delegate. who is to be entitled to have a seat, tablishing or maintaining slavery in the District 


than equal to the total amou:t of gold takep from | 
all the mines in the United States, the Fiieen 
years ending in 1838, and that it is nearly three 
times as great as the entire gold Coinage of the | 
United States Mint, and all its branches for the | 
Same year, your memorialists believe the ques- | 
tion will assume such importance as lo commend | 
itself lo the allention of your honorabie body. | 
Authentic information leads your petitioners to | 
believe that at least $500,000 in gold dust will | 
have left California in the teur months ending | 
September 3Uih, and that the course of trade 
Will cause four-fifths of this amount to find its 
way to foreign markets. Unless, therefore, 
prompt measures are taken to establish a branch 
inint in Celilornia, your memortalists are of the 
Opinion that for some years to come the great- 
est portion of the gold taken from American soil | 
on the Pacific witl be comed in foreign coun- 
tries, 

At the same time it is within the knowledge 
of your memoriatists, that Oregon and California 
are left almost entirely without a circulating 
medium for the transaction of business, and that 
United States coin may be said to be uearly un- 
knowa in these territories. Trade is greatly | 
embarrassed in consequence, and the scarcity of | 
coin and the abundance of gold dust has already 
caused the latter to be sold at about one-half 1s 
intrinsic value. With a vast amount of this la-| 
tent wealth in the possession of the citizens of 
California, business must be stagnated and im- 
provements retarded until government extends 
the means of Making the resources of the coun- 
try available, ‘The interest of the United Siates, 
not less than California, it seems to your peti- 
tioners, demands speedy action on the part of 
your honorable body. 

Your memorialists therefore respectfully re- 
quest that Congress may establish, with the least 
practicable delay, a Branch Mint of the United 
States at San Fratcisco, California, or at such 
other pointas in its judgment may be thought 
most proper for the developement of trade, and 
for the accommodation of the people of this 
‘Territory, This is a subject vitally interesting 
to the citizens of Califoruia, and they rely con- 
fidently upon prompt relief from the body to 
whose wisdum they now have the honor to ad- 
dress themselves. And your petiliouers will ever 


pray. 


Chirtietlh Cougress, 
SOO OT etic oe 


ABSiRACT OF FROCEEDINGS. 
Wednesday, December 13, 1848. 


In Senate.—A report of the number of fo- 
reigners arriving in the United States for the 
year ending 30th September last, was presented. 


New Mexico.—Mr. Benton presented the fol- 
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lowing peti.ion, and moved that it be referred to 
the Committee on Territories and printed : 


| upon the floor of the Congress of the United States. 


In consideration of the fact that New Mexico con- 
tains from seventy-five thousand to ene hundred 


' thousand sou!s, we believe that we have made no 


unreasonable request, and we confidewtly rely upon 
Congress, to provide for us laws as liberal as any 
enjoyed by any of the territories. 

Santa Fe, Oct. 14, 18438. 

[Signed by JOSE MARTINEZ, ‘ President del 
Condada,” &c., J. M. Giddings, Secretary, and 
twelve others. ] 

Mr. Cathoun characterized the petition as in- 
solent in its demand, and desired to enter his 
protest against it. 

Mr. Benton disclaimed an intention to offer an 
insolent paper to the Senate, and fegarded the 
imputation as gratuitous and unfounded. 

Mr. Calhoun would assert the constitutional 
right of the South, that her citizens should carry 
their property into any part of New Mexico. 

Mr. Rusk protested against the language of 
the petition which denied the right of Texas to 
any portion of the soil of New Mexico. 

Mr. Benton declared the paper respectful, and 
defended the right of this people to present this 
petition. 

Mr. Westcott regarded it as an imposition on the 
Senate to present this as the petition of the peo- 
pleof New Mexico, signed as it was by only 
fifteen persons. 

Mr. Benton replied that it came here as the act 
of an organized Convention, and if there was 
any imposition, it was in the act of the Florida 
Senator in the attempt to misrepresent ils cha- 
racter. 

Mr. Clayton defended the right of the peti- 
tioners, and demanded for them a respectful con- 
sideration of their petition. Of its authenticity 
he was satisfied, and therefore hoped- that it 
would be received and have a proper reference. 

Mr. Calhoun reiterated the former charge, 
that the petition was insolent in its requests and 
should not be received. 

Mr. Benton again replied with much warmth, 
and asked for the yeas and nays on the printing 
and reference. 

Some further debate took place, which was 
participated in by Messrs. Foote, Clayton and 
Hale, when the question was taken and decided 
in the affirmative—ayes 33, nays 14. 

The memorial was then referred to the Commit- 
tee on Territories. 

State of California. —Mr. Douglass gave notice 
of an amendment which he proposed to offer to 
the bill for the admission of California into the 
Union asa State, and which he would move to re- 
fer to the Committee on Territories. Mr. Butler 
gave notice that he should oppose this reference. 

The amendment was ordered to be printed. 

State of Alabama.—Mr. King, on leave, intro- 
duced a bill authorising payment of interest for 
advances made by that State for the suppression 
of Indian hostilities. 

Which was read a first, second and third times, 
and passed. 

The report of the U. S. Treasurer of the re- 
ceipis and expenditures of the Post Office depart- 





| of Columbia; and, Mr. Folmes, of S. C., objece 
| ting, the question was taken by yeas and naysand 
decided in the negative—ayes 69, nays 82. 

| Motions for leave to introduce bills —By Mr. 
Pollock: a bill extending the provisions of exist- 
‘ing laws granting bounty land to the officers and 
soldiers of the late war with Mexico, to the offi- 
‘cers and soldiers engaged in the Indian wars pri- 
orto the treaty of Greenville, in 1795; also, to 
ithe officers and soldiers of the late war with 
|Great Britain, who have not been embraced in 
laws in such cases made, or who have not recei- 
ved bounty land. 

By Mr. Brown, of Mississippi: a bill to grant 
a quantity of land to the State of Mississippi, for 
| the purpose of improving the navigation of cer- 
‘tain rivers in said State. Also, a bill to provide 
for the graduation of the price of the publie 
lands, 

By Mr. Duer: a bill to provide forthe revision, 
consolidation, and methodical arrangement ol the 
statutory Jaws of the United States. 

By Mr. Phelps: a bill to pay the State of Mis- 
souri the two per cent. upon the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands which have been sold 
within the limits of said State, and which have 
been reserved for the purpose of constructing a 
road leading to said State. 

By Mr. Giddings: a bill to authorize the people 
of the District of Columbia to express their wish- 
es as to the continuance of slavery aud the slave 
trade within said District. 

Resolutions offered.—Several resolutions of in- 
quiry and instruction were offered and adopted. 

A-resolution making the Post-office bill the or- 
der for the first Wednesday in January, was pre- 
sented by Mr. Goggin, and passed. A resolution, 
by Mr. Barringer, calling on the President of the 
United States tor information of the amount of 
moneys and property received, during the late 
war with Mexico, at the different ports of entry 
or elsewhere, and in what manner the same has 
been expended. 

On motion of Mr. Cotb, of Georgia, a rule 
was offered to be added to the Rules of the 
House, prohibiting the consideration of or actiou 
upon any order, resolution, or motion, proposing 
to creale a charge upon the contingent fund of 
the House (except in case of printing) until the 
same has been referred to and reported upon by 
the Committee of accounts ; 

Which was referred ‘to the Committee on 
Rules. 

Mr. Root asked leave to introduce a resoltfion, 
instructing the Committee on Territories to re- 
port bills for the organization of territorial gov- 
ernments in California and New Mexico, exclu- 
ding from each for ever all involuntary servi- 
tude except for crime. Mr. Giddings moved 
that there be a call of the House in order to give 
all members an opportunily of showing their 
hands on this question; and the call being sec- 
onded, the doois were closed, aud one hundred 
and eighty-seven members answered to their 
names. All further proceedings under the call 
being dispensed with, Mr. Hall, of Missouri, 
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moved to lay the resolution on the table. Upen 
this question, the year and nays were demanded, 
and resulted 80 yeas, 107 nays. ; 

The resolution was then passed by the same 
vote. 

Mr. Robinson of Indiana, moved a reconside- 
ration of the vote for the purpose of opening the 
debate, but before the question was taken, he 
gave way to a motion to adjourn, which was 
carried. 


Thursday, December, 14, 1843 


Ix Senate.—Mr. Webster appeared in his 
seal. 

Mr. Cameron introduced a bill for taking the 
seyenith census, which was referred to a select 
committee of five members. 

M. Benton reported favorably upon the memo- 
ra!of Messrs Aspinwall, Stevens and Chauncey. 
The bill proposes to contract with them for 
twenty years for the transportation of Govern- 
ment property and troops across the Isthmus of 
Panama, ‘Ihe contract isto be made as soon 
us the railroad is under way. Mr. Benton moved 
to make the bill the special order of the day for 
Monday, which was agreed to. 7 

Mr. Cameron advocated a longer time, in order 
to open the road to competution. 

Resolutions upon the death of Mr. Sims 
were received from the House, and an eloquent 
tribute was paid to the deceased member by Mr. 
Butler. and resolutions were adopted as usual. 

The report of the Commissioner of the Gene- 





to connect the waters of the upper and lower 
Mississippi with the chain of lakes at Chicago. 

By Mr. Downs: a bill for a new selection of 
public Jands in lieu of worthless school sections 
and sections of inferior quality, and for other 
purposes, 

By Mr. King: a bill for the remission of duties 
on an equatorial telescope contracted for in Lon- 
don by the trustees of the University of Alabama. 

Which bills were read twice and referred : the 
two first to the Committee on Public Lands, the 
last to the Committee on Finance. 

House bill for the punishment of false swea- 
ring in certain cases, Was read twice and refer- 
red to Committee on the Judiciary. 

Admission of California as a State—On motion 
of Mr. Douglass, the Senate proceeded to consi- 
der the bill forthe admission of California into 
the Union as a State; and, the bill having been 
read a second time, Mr. Douglass moved to refer 
it to the Committee on Territories. 

This reference was opposed by Mr. Berrien, 
Mr. Johnson, of Ga., Mr. Yulee, Mr. Westcott, 
Mr. King, and Mr. Rusk, on the ground of its being 
contrary to usage, the practice having been tu re- 
fer bills for the admission of States, to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. Mr. Douglass, Mr. 
Bright, Mr. Baldwin, and Mr. Niles, sustained the 
motion to refer to the Committee on ‘Territories, 
and after some conversation thereon, the question 
was taken and decided in the negative—uayes 24, 
nays 25. 

On motion of Mr. Berrien, the bill was then re- 





ral Land Office was presented and ordered to be 
printed. ; 
The Senate adjourned until Monday next. 


House or Rep resentatives.—S. 4. Bridges 
appeared and took his seat. 

On motion of Mr. Botts, the Secretary of the 
Treasury was required to furnish a statement of 


the amount-of coal imported under the tariff of | 
1846, and the amount of revenue .cerived from | 


the same :—also the amount of coal imported an- 
nually under the tariff of 1843, and the amount 
ol revenue derived from the same. 

Mr. Wallace then rose and announced in an 
eloquent and feeling manner the death of Alex- 
ander Dromgoole Sims, member from the State of 
South Carolina, and moved the customary reso- 
lutions, which were unanimously adopted; and 
then the House adjourned. 


Friday December 15, 1848. 


Hovse or Repregentatives.—The Speaker 
announced the consideration of private bills to 
be first on the calendar,,whereupon the House 
was resolved into Committee of the Whole, Mr. 
Cobb, in the Chair; and after some time spent in 


the consideration of bills for the relief of Lyon | 


and Howard, Jeremiah Moore, and Nimrod 
Farroo and Richard Harris, the Committee rose, 
and the House adjourned until Monday, 


Monday, December 18, 1843. 


In Senare.--Petitions were presented and refer 
red ; among which was one of Henry O’Reilley» 
praying for aid in establishing a telegraphic com> 
munication between the Valley of the Mississipp! 
and California and Oregon ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Territories. 

Notices of bills.—By Mr. Came on: a joint re- 
solution authorizing Heory Simpson, admunistra- 
tor of George Simpson, to bring suit against the 
United States. 

By Mr. Badger: a bill for the relief of William 
Plummer, executor of Starkey Armistead, de- 
ceased, 

By Mr. Diz: to move to take up the bill to ad- 
mit certain articles, of the growth or production 
of Canada, into the United States free of duty, 
upon the condition that like articles, of the growth 
or production of the United States, are admitted 
into Canada free of duty. 

By Mr. Breese: a joint resolution to amend 
the act of 1837, to provide for the payment of 
horses lost while in the service of the United 
States. - 

By Mr. Borland: a bill to dispose of the Hot 
Springs of Arkansas, and the four sections of 
laud reserved from sale by tie act of Congress 
of 1832. 

By Mr. Westcott: to move to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill for the establishment of bran- 
ches of the United States Mint at New York and 
Charleston was rejected. 

Bills on leavee—By Mr. Douglass: a bill gran- 
ting to the Siute of ILilinois the right of way and 

donation of public Jands for making a ratiroad 


ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Westcott, the bill to authorize 
| the draining of the everglades in Florida, was 
‘made the order for consideration on Wednesday 
next, 

On motion of Mr. Downs, the Committee on 
Finance were instructed to enquire into the ex- 
| pediency of establishing a mint in California. 
| Mr. Dix gave notice that he would an at early 
day ask leave to take up the House bill which 
provides for the admission of certain Canadian 
products into the United States free. 

On motion of Mr. theron, so much -of the 
President’s message as relates to a tariff of du- 





a mint in Caliiornia, and to the National Reve- 
nue, was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, the Senate procee- 
ded to the consideration of the special order of 
ihe day—the bill to make compensation for the 
transportation of supplies for a limited time, 
over the Isthmus of Panama. 
having been read a second time, was, taken up 
for consideration as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Benton then stated the object of the bill 
to be fully explained in the memorial, conten- 
plating a mere contract for a jimited time. ‘lhe 
advantages which the country would derive from 
the work which this bill has reference to, were 
pointed out, and a confidence expressed in the 
ability and energy of the persons named in the 
bill fully to carry oul the project. 


would not be passed today, and Mr. Hale de- 
sired to have further information before being 
called to vole upon it. 

Mr. Reverdy Johnson suggested some objections 
to this bill—that the estimate of the cost of con- 
struction was too high—that the road would not 
cost over two or two and a half millious and the 
Secretary was authorized to pay the contractors 
six millions. He desired to be better satisfied 
in relation to the contract with France, which 
was Said to have terminated, 

Mr. Benton referred to the letter Of General 
Haran as givioug all the necessary information. 
He was ready to yield toa postponcment for a 
reasonable time. 

Mr. Dix denied, if his judgment was correct, 
our right to build a road at ail. 

The further consideration of the bill was then 
postpaned aud the Senate went inio executive 
session. 


House or Representatives.—Messrs. Bow- 
lin, Cabell, Clarke, Houston, Horace Mann, and 
Toombs appeared and took their seats. 
| The Speaker laid before the House seve- 
‘ral communications as follows:—1. Tabular 
statements of the number and designation of 
passengers who arrived in the United States du- 
ring the year ending September 30, 1848 ; which 
was relerred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 

jl. A report of the receipts and expenditures 
of the Government for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1848. 








\ies, to the Sub-treasury, to the estabiishment ol | 


And the bill. 


} 


| 


lIl. Report of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office. : 

1V. Report of the Superintendent of the Coast 
Survey ; which three reports were laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

V. Copies of accounts of receipts and dis. 
bursements in the Post Office Department for the 
year ending 30th June, 1848 ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Prinung. 

Vi. Report from the Adjutant General stating 
the cause of delay in furnishing certain informa- 
tion relative to forces in Mexico, called for by a 
resolution of the House. 

Vit. Letter from the Clerk of the House trans- 
mitting certain statements in regard to the con- 
tingent fund; which report and letter (with the 
statements) were laid on the table and ordered 
to be printed. 


Mr. Vinton, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill to supply the deficiency 
in the Treasury for the year ending 30th June, 
1849; which bill was read twice, committed to 
Committee of the Whole, ordered to be printed, 
and made the special order for the 27th inst. 

Senate bill, to authorize the payment of inte- 
rest on advances made by the State of Alabama 
for the use of the U.S. Goverment in the sup- 
pression of the Creek Indian hostilities of 1836 
and 1837 in Alabama, was read twice and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 


The New Territories -—The Speaker announced 
the motion of Mr, Rebinson to reconsider the 


| vole of the 13th inst.. by which the resolution 


(« fergd by Mr. Root), instructing the Committee 
on Tefritories to report a bill or bills providing 
a territorial government for each of the territo- 
ries of New Mexico and California, and exclu- 
ding slavery therefrom, was adopted,—to be first 
in order. 

Mr. Robinson then proceeded with his remarks ; 
afier which, on motion of Mr. Wentworth, tLe 
motion to reconsider was laid on the table bya 
vote of 106 yeas to 83 nays. 

Slavery_in the District of Columbia.—Mr. Gid- 
dings, in accordance with leave given, introduced 
a bill to authorize the people of the District of 
Columbia to express their desire as to the exis- 
tence of slavery therein; which was read a first 
and second time by its tille. 

Mr. Giddings then moved that the bill be put 
upon ils engrossment now; when 

Mr. Thompson, of Missouri, moved to lay the 
bill upon the table, and the question being taken 
thereon, it was decided in the afhirmative—ayes 
106, nays 79. 

Notices of Bills —By Mr. Palfrey: A bill to ex- 
tend to the personal liberty of American free- 
men the protection of trial by jury. 

By Mr. N. K. Hall: A bill making a donation 
of public lands to the several States and Terri- 
tories, to be by them appropriaied to the encou- 
ragement and improvement of the agriculture of 
such States and ‘Territories. 

By Mr. Miller: A bill extending the provisions 


Mr. Breese expressed the hope that the biil| of the 9th section of the act entitled * An act to 


raise fora limited time an additional military 
force, and for other purposes,” approved Feb- 
ruary 11, 1847, to the commissioned officers be- 
low the rank of brigadier general who served in 
the late war with Mexico. 

By Mr. Lahm: A bill giving to the clerks of 
paymasters in the army mileage for traveling 
performed in discharging the duties of their ol- 
fice. 

By Mr. Harmanson: A bill authorizing new 
selections of land, in lieu of worihless school 
sections, or sections of inferior quality, and tor 
other purposes. 

By Mr. La Sere: A bill for the relief of the 
assignees under Baron de Ferrit. 

By Mr. Hampton, of Pennsylvania: A bill 
granting to the State of Pennsylvania a portion 
of the public lands, for the purpose of aiding in 
ihe construction of the Pennsylvania railroad, 
the Pittsburg and Connellsville railroad, and the 
Pennsylvania and Ohio railroad. 


Bills introduced.—By Mr. Miller: a bill exten- 
ding (he provisions of the ninth section of the act 
approved |'ehruary 11th 1847, a3 above recited ; 
which was twice read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr, Phelps: A bill to pay to the State of 
Missouri the two per cent upon the procceds of 
the sales of public lands which have been sold 
within the limits of said State, and which have 
been reserved for the purpose of constructing a 
road leading to said State. 





By Mr. Dickinson: A bill granting lands to 
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the State of Ohio for constructing a road from 
Lower Sandusky to the Greenville Treaty line, 
agreeably to the treaty of Brownstown of 1808. 

By Mr Dunn: A bill granting the right of way 
over the public lands in the State of Indiana and 
Illinois to the Ohio and Mississippi Railroad 
Company, and a portion of the public lands within 
said States of Indiana and IJlinois to said States 
respectively, to be by them appropriated iw the 
covstruction and completion of a railroad to be 
constructed by said company. 

By Mr. Leffler: A bill to grant certain alter- 
nate sections of the public lands to the State of 
lowa, to aid said State in the construction of a 
railroad from Dubuque. via lowa City, to Keo- 
kuk in said State. 

Which bills were severally read twice and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 

Mr. Wentworth offered a resolution (which was 
laid over under the rule) instructing the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary to enquire into the expe- 
diency of a law, providing for the abolition of sla- 
very and the prohibition of its extension, wher- 
ever Congress hes the power todo so, thus re- 
livving the Governmeut from all responsibility 
for ils existence, and from all agitation coucern- 
irg it. 

Mr. Ficklin presented a preamble and resolu- 
lion (which hes over under the rule,) instructing 
the Committee on the public lands to enquire into | 
the expediency of reporting a bill to cede to the | 
new States ail of the public lands within their | 
respeciive limits, except such as way be reserved | 
under the Constitution for public purposes. 

Mr. Vinton introduced a series of resolutions | 
referring the several portions of the President’s | 
message to the appropriate Committees, and | 
gave notice that ie would on to-morrow, ask | 
leave to take up the Presideni’s message, in| 
Committee of the Whole on the State of the | 
Union, for reference, when the resolutions of- | 
jered would be brought forward. The resolutions 
were referred to the Committee of the Whole, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Rockwell introduced a resolution (accor-| 
ding to previous notice) to authorise the survey 
of certain routes fur a canal or raiiroad between 
the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans; which was 
twice read and referred to a select Committee. 

Mr. Zallmadge offered a resolution (which was 
read and Jald on the table) calling on the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury fur a statement of the) 
manner in which every public debi of the Uni-| 
ted Stales was coutracted, from the time of the 
Continential Congress up to the present period, 
showing the amount of each, from whom oov- 
tained, under what law authorised, manner and 
lume of payment, the amount, if any, now due 
thereon, and the amount of unclaimed dividends, 
both of principal and interest. 

On mouon of Mr. Charles Brown, the Com- 
mittee on Printing was instructed Lo inquire into 
the propriety of printing 20,000 extra copies of 
Colunel Fremont’s iast report to the Senate, to 
be bound with Colonel Avert’s report. 

§ On motoin of Mr. Eckert, the Committee on 
Commerce were instructed to inquire what pro- 
portion of our imports is made by foreigners and 
on foreign account, and what by citizens; and 
what frauds, if any, are committed against the 
Government, under our present system of ad va- 
gorem duties, and report thereon. 

. On motion of Mr. Botts, the President of the 
United States was requested to communicate (if 
not incompatible with the public iuterests) by 
what authority a tariff of duties was established 
in the ports of the Mexican Republic, during 
the late war, and by what authority the revenue 
thus derived was appropriated to the support olf 
the Army in Mexico. 

On motion of Mr. Hampton, of Pennsylvania, 
the Committee on the Pubiic Lands was instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of granting to the 
Siate of Pennsylvania one million of acres of 
the public domain, to be appropriated ag fol- 
jows: 500,000 acres for the construction of the 
Penusylvania Railroad, 300,000 for the Pittsburg 
and Connellsville Railroad, and 2U0,000 for the 
Pitisburg and Otiio Railroad: and also to inquire 
into the expediency of a just and equitable divi- 
sion of the public lands amongst the several 
States of the Union, and to report thereon by 
bill or otherwise. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Buller, on the 
llth isnt., requiring the Secretary of the Trea~- 

ry to furnish a statement of the amount of iron 
imported under the tariff acts of 1842 and 1846, 
and the amount of revenue derived therefrom, 





Tuesday, December 19, 1848. J 


In Senwate.—Various petitions were presented 
and referred. 

Bills presented— By Mr. Breese (on notice 
given): a joint resolution to amend the act of 
1837 to provide for the payment of horses lost 
while in service of the United States. 

By Mr. Badger (on notice given): A bill for 
the relief of William Plummer; which bills 
were read twice, and referred—the former to 
the Committee on Public Lands, the latter to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. ) 

By Mr. Breese, from the Committee on Public 
Lands: A bill making a grant of a right of way 
and a donation of public lands to the State of 
Illinois, in aid of certain railroads connecting 
the Mississippi and the chain of Jakes at Chica- 
go. Ordered to be printed. 

By Mr. Benton, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs: A bill for the relief of Major Ba- 
ker; which was read. 

By Mr. Alchison, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs: A bill to authorize the Secretary 
of War to make reparation for the killing of a 
Caddo Indian by volunteer troops in ‘Texas; 
which was read three times, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. King, the Committee on Fi- 
nance was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the bill for a remission of duty on an 
equatorial telescope, presented by him yesterday. 

Notice of Bill.—By Mr. Downs: A _ joint reso- 
lution to authorise the Secretary of the Treasury 
to contract for carrying the mail from New Or- 
leans to Vera Cruz. 

Resoluticns.—The resolution offered by Mr. 
Miller calling upon the President for any infor- 
mation which he may have in reference to a pur- 
chase of Cuba, was taken up for consideration. 

After some remarks by Mr. Berrien against 
the passage of this and similar resolutions, it was 
permitted to lie over for the present. 

The Vice President laid before the Serate the 
report of the Secretary of State in reference to 
the number of seamen registered during the year 


lutionary Pensions, and by Messrs. Fulton and 
W. T. Lawrence, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reports upon petitions of a private 
character. 

The Speaker announced the appointment of 
the following committees : Committee on Rules,— 
Messrs. Troman Smith, C. B. Smith, Cobb, 
Chapman, Cabell, Julius Rockwell, G. J. Hous- 
ton, Jenkins and Brady. Commitlee on the pub- 
lication of the Journals of the House,—Messrs. 
M’Lane, Toombs, Ashmun, Wallace, and Col- 
lamer. 

Reference of President’s Message.—The resolu- 
lions offered yesterday by Mr. Vinton, referring 
the several portions of the message to the appro- 
priate Committees, were taken up in Committee 
of the Whole and after some time spent in the 
consideration, the Committee rose and reported 
progress; and the House adjourned. 


Wednesday, December 20, 1848. 


In Senate’'—The report of the Secretary of 
Senate, containing a statement of the disburse- 
ments from the contingent fund of the Senate, 
was presented, and ordered to be printed. 

Several petitions were presented and referred. 

Bill Introduced,-By Mr. Downs: a joint reso- 
lution to authorize the Sccretary of the Navy to 
contract for carrying the mail from New Orleans 
to Vera Cruz; which wus read twice and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Notice of Bills —By Mr. Davis, of Mississippi: 
a bill togranta rightof way and donation of 
lands to the State of Mississippi, for certain 
purposes. 

Mr. Filzgerald was appointed on the Commit- 
tee on Claims, in place of Mr. Westcolt, excused. 

Several unimportant resolutions were olfered, 
on which no definite action was taken. 

On motion of Mr. Dia, the bill to reduce and 
graduate the price of the public lands was taken 
up, und made the order lor the Sih of January 
icktl. 

Canada Goods.—On motion of Mr. Dix, the 








ending 30th September last. 

Panama Railroad.—The bill to make compen- 
sation for the trausportation of troops and = sup- 
plies for a Jimited time over the Isthuwus of Pana- 
ina, was taken up. 

Mr. Benton presented the charter which was 
asked for yesterday, and moved that it be trans- 
lated (being in Spanish) and printed. 


Benton, Cameron, Dix, Foote, Clark, Allen and 
others participated, upon the merits of the bill 
and the necessity of more information on the 
subject. ‘The subject was dismissed for the pre- 
sent after an order to print was made. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
Executive business. 


House or RepresentraTives.—Several memo- 
rials aud petitions were presented and reterred. 

Bill introduced.—By Mr. Thompson, of lowa: 
a bill to amend an wct granting certain lands to 
ihe Territory of lowa, toaid in the improve- 
mentof the navigation of the Des Moines river, 
in said Territory ; which was twice read, ond 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Notices of Bills.—By Mr. Wentworth: A bill 
for the relief of W.O. Walker. 

By Mr. Harris: A bill regulating evidence 
in the Circuit and District Courts in the United 
States. 

Reports from Committees: By Mr. Collamer, 
from the Committee on Public Lands, Senate 
bill to modily the 4th ciause of the 7ih section 
of an act to enable the people of Wisconsin ‘Ter- 
ritory to form a constitution and State govern- 
ment, for the admission of such State into the 
Union,—wiithout amendment. Laid on the ta- 
bie. 

By Mr. Hunt, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, a vill to authorise an appropriation for 
removing the rocks at Hurl Gate, and the reels 


mitted, and ordered to be printed. 


Land Ciaims: Senate biti for the relief of Jean 
A. Perry and others—without auw.endment. Read 
a third time and passed. 

By Mr. Darling, from the same committee: 
Senate bill for the relief of the heirs of Juhn 
Wall, deceased, without amendment, 

By Mr. Harmanson, from the same committee : 
bills for the reliet of Sidney Flower and Amelia 
Covillon, of the State of Louisiana. Read twice 
and committed. 





was taken up, read, cousidered, and agreed to. 





By Mr. Cocke, from the Committee on Revo- 


An animated debate sprang up in which Messrs. | 


in the harbor at New York. Read twice, com-| 


By Mr. Brady, from the Committee on Private | 


bill to admit certain articles of the growth or 
| production of Canada into the U. States free of 
| duty upon conuition that like articles of the growth 
'or production of the U, Siates may be admitied 
| into Canada, free of duly, was taken up, and made 
the order for the 4th of January oext. 

Resolution of Thanks —'The joint resolution of 
thanks, and donation of swords to Brigadier Gen. 
| Price and Cvlonel Doniphan, was taken up and 
/relerred to the Commitiee on Military Atlairs. 
| Evergiades.—Tbhe vill providing fur the drain- 
ing ol tne everglades of Florida was next called 
up. Mr. Westcott addressed the Senate at some 
Jenzth in favor of the measure. He said tnat 
ihe everglades comprise a tract of land in the 
aggregate equal to aboul two millions of acres, 
exclusive ol sounds and Jakes—one Lalf of which 
it is proposed to cede to the State of Florida, 
provided she make the whoie available. ‘The 
entire sub-aquecus tract, he said, was avout five 
millions of acres. 

The plan proposed to redeem these lands, he 
said, was to sink a deep channel across tie pen- 
insula, and to intersect therewith numervus la- 
teral canals, which would not only drain these 
| everglades, but open a fine ship navigation be- 

tween the Gulf ol Mexico and the waters of the 

| Atlantic Ocean. ‘The expense of sinking the 
| channel was estimated at half a million of dol- 
lars—which expense would be more than re- 
turned to the government by the sale of Jands 
vow inundated wiih water. According to the 
provisions of the bill, no tolls were to be collec- 
ted on this improvement on government stores, 
or the troops, or mails, and ouly such tolls im- 
posed on vessels, freight, or persons, as were ue- 
cessary to keep the work in repair—thus protec- 
ling the country from the expense ol keeping the 
improvement in order. 

Mr. Yulee spoke in opposition to the bill, and 
moved its pusipovement, which molion was 
agreed lo. 

Mr. Diz introduced a bill providing for the es- 
lablishmeot of a collection Disirict at White 
Hall, New York. 

Which was read twice, and considered as in 
committee of the whole. 

Several amendments were offered, aad after a 
brief discussion, 1m Which the objects of the bill 
were set forth, il was postponed. 

A message in writing was received from the 
President, when, on motion, the Senate went in-« 
lu €xeculive session. 








House or Representatives.—Mr. Richard F. 
Simpson, of South Caroiina, appeared in his seat. 
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fs | Petitions and memorials were presented and 
ieferred. : 

Mr. Vinton, of the Select Committee, reported 
a bill providing for carrying into effect the thir- 
teenth article of the Mexican treaty, respecting 
the appointment of a Commissioner and Engi- 
neer, for the purpose of running the boundary 
line between the U. States and Mexico. Which 
was read twice and committed to Committee of 
the Whole, and made the special order for Wed- 
nesday next. 

Mr. Hubbard, from the Committee of Ways & 
Means, reported a resolution instructing the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, to make report on 
that portion of the President’s message which re- 
lates to the consular system at China. Which 
was referred. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, from the Committee on 
Territories, reported a bill to establish the gov- 
ernment of Upper California; which was read 
and committed, 

The consideration of resolutions calling upon 
the several departments for information, was 
next in order, when the several resolutions were 
read and agreed to. 

Reference of President’s Message —The House 
was again resolved into Committee of the whole, 
and some time was spent in the discussion of the 
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of the resolutions uf Mr Vinton, « hich provides 
that so much of the message as refers to the 
tariffs of 1842 and 1846, be referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. Fisher addressed the Committee at length 
against the doctrines and principles set forth in 
the message in relation to the tariff. He was fol- 
lowed by Mr. Lahm who complimented Mr. 

‘isher for his argument in favor of the tariff. 
He said that it would go forth to the world as the 
doctrines of the Whig side of the House—as 
expressing their sentiments on one of the most 
important questions which now divided the 
country. He said that he preferred— infinitely 
preferred the tariff of 1846 to the tariff of 1842, 
but at the same time he held to the doctrine of 
discrimination—-not a _ discrimination which 


the expense of another—but a discrimination 
which would inipose no unequal burthens, and 
which all parties would concede to be fair, honest 
and expedient. For his part, he said, the dis- 


sumed by the rich—and of making the duties as 
light as possible, if not removed altogether, on 

those articles which were consumed by the 
oor. 

Mr. Washington Hunt followed on the. other 
side. He criticised the message very closely, 
and complained of certain statements made, and 
principles laid down by the President. 

Without taking any action on the motion, the 
committee rose and reported progress, when the 
House adjourned. 


Thursday, December 21, 1848. 


In Senate.—Petitions were presented and re- 
ferred. 

Mr. Atchison presented the credentials of Mr. 
Sebastian, the Senator from Arkausas, who was 
duly qualified and took his seat. 


nama Railroad, wos suspended until his returo 
alter a short absence from his seat in the Se- 
hale. 

Several resolutions of inquiry were adopted. 


nate proceed to the consideration of a_ bill, 
which had passed a first and second reading yes- 
terday, to establish a colleetion district at Whiie- 
ball New York. ‘The motion was agreed lo. 
‘The bill, in substance, is as follows: ‘That the 
President of the United States, on the recom- 


amendment offered by Mr. Rumsey to the fourth | 


would build up one interest of the country at| 


crimination which he recognized, was the taxing | 
of juxuries—of articles that were used or con-| 


/a very easy manner. 


At the request of Mr. Cameron, all action upon | u 
the bill and memorial, in reference to the Pa- further consideration of the matter postponed. 


The bill having been read a second time and 
being under consideration as in Committee of the 
Whole, Messrs. King, Hale, and Badger, desired 
that the bill should lay over for the present in 
order to inquire what had been done heretofore 
on the subject. And the bill having been re- 
ported to the Senate without amendment, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Underwood, the further consideration 
was postponed until to-morrow. 

The remainder of the session was occupied in 
the consideration of private bills. 


House or Representratives.—Mr. Conger, 
from the Committee on Printing, presented reso- 
lutions in relation to binding document No. 41, 


ant Cook, and the journal of Captain Johnson; 
which, after an amendment by Mr. Chas. Brown, 
directing the report of Lieutenant Emory and 
the accompanying maps to be bound separately; 
from the reports ot Lieutenant Colonel Fremont, 
| Lieutenant Cook, Lieutenant Abert, and Captain 
| Johnson—to constitute two volumes—was pas- 
sed. 

/ Mr. Bvans, of Maryland, presented a petition 
signed by three of the messengers who brought 
to Washington the official record of the Electo- 
ral votes of the several States, praying that inas- 
much as their mileage had been cut down from 
twenty-five cents to twelve and a half cents per 
mile, the honorable members should also reduce 
theirown. Laid upon the table. 

Slave trade in the District.—Mr. Gott, of Ovio, 
‘offered the following resolution, aud demanded 
| the previous question thereon: 

Whereas the traffic now prosecuted in this me- 
tropolis of the Republic in human beings, as 
| chattels, is contrary to natural justice and the 
| fundamental principles of our political system, 
/and is notoriously a reproach to our country 
throughout Christendom, and a serious hindrance 
| to the progress of republican liberty among the 
nations of the earth: Therefore, 
| Resolved That the Committee for the District 
of Columbia be instructed to report a bill, as 
| soon as practicable, prohibiting the slave trade 
in said District. 

The resolution having been read, Mr. Haral- 
son moved that it be laid on the table. 

Mr. Wentworth and Mr. Gott demanded the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

And the resolution having been again read, the 
question on the motion of Mr. Haralson, was ta- 
ken, and resulted—yeas 82, nays 85. 








resulted—yeas 112, nays 64- And the main ques- 
tion, ** Shall the resolution be adopted?” was 
then put and decided in the affirmative—yeas 98, 
nays 88. So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Stewart, of Michigan, moved that the vote 
be reconsidered ; and a question of order arising 
as to whether the motion to reconsider was de- 
bateable to-day. 

Mr. Holmes, of South Caroijina, said that he 
had a suggestion to make, by which the necessi- 
ty of any turther motion might be superceded in 
He propused that every 
southern member should withdraw from the Hall, 
and leave the debate altogether. 

This suggestion was unheeded; and the deci- 
sion of the Chair, that the question mnst go over 
until to-morrow, if debated, was sustained, and 


Several private bills were reported. 























mendation of the Secretary of the Treasury, be 
authorized to extend to the town of Whitehall, | 
New York, the same privileges as are conferred | 
on certain ports named in the seventh section ol 
an act entitled an act allowing drawback upon 
foreign merchandise exported in the original 
packages to Chihuahua and Santa Fe, in Mext- 
co, and the British North American provinces 
adjoining the United States, passed the Ju of 
March, 1835, in the manuer prescribed by the 
proviso in said section. 

‘The bill was read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Yulee, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the bill for the relief of the saad 
of the frigate Philadelphia. 











On motion of Mr. Flournoy, (under the opera- 
tion of the previous question,) it was resolved 
that the Committee on the District of Columbia 


Mr. Dix, of New York, moved that the Se-| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


of retrocecing to the State of Maryland all that 
portion of the District of Columbia not occupied 
by the public buildings and public grounds. 

Mr. Jones, of ‘ennessee, moved a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote. Lies over. 

Mr. T. Butler King, of Georgia, offered a 
resolution, for the appointment of a geologist 
to accompany the army and navy officers who 
have been appointed to make a survey of the 
coast of Oregon and California. Also laid over. 


Mr. McClernand moved the following resolu- 


tion : 
Resolved, That the traffic in the public lands 
should cease, and that they should be disposed of 


to occupants and cultivated on proper conditions, 


ut such a price as will merely indemnify the cost 
of their purchase, management and sale. 

Mr. Thompson, of Indiana, moved that the re- 
solution be iaid on the table. His motion was 
carried by-104 ayes to 6] nays. 

The House then adjourned, 


being the report of Lieut. Col. Emory, Lieuten-| 


The previous question was then ordered, and | 


{ 


| 


HMliscellaneous. 


SALARY 


THE GOLD REGION. 


We have brought together several articles having 
a reference to the recent discoveries of the precious me- 
tals in our newly-acquired possessions, which furnish 
mnch valuable information on the subject of our own 
currency and that of other nations, besides other infor- 
mation which may be profitably read, as well by those 
who contemplate a removal to California as by those 
who do not. The following letter from Professor Hors- 
ford, of Frarvard University, will be read with interest, 
not only for the statement of the analysis of a specimen 
\of the California gold recently examined by him, 
but also for the plausible theory therein advanced in 
relation to the formation of the gold mines. It is 
dated from Cambridge, Dec. 14, 1848 : 


My Dear Sir:—The California gold, from 
Feather River, received by Mr. Eaton, has been 
analyzed, and contains gold, silver, iron and a 
trace of copper. 

It has been carefully examined for platinum, 
tellurium, and any other bodies that might have 
| been present, but without success. 

In constitution, it corresponds with fifty other 
specimens, whose analysis are on record. The 
iron and copper are present in invariably small 
qantities, while the proportion of silver ranges 
irom one per cent to more than seventy. 

The very small quantity employed in the ana- 
lysis, (about 250 millegrames) and the four sepa- 
rate determinations, rendered a slight loss inevi- 
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table. The gold might safely be stated a little 
higher. 
Gold 88 09 
Silver 10.00 
Jron 0 40 
Copper trace 
Sand 0.40 
Luss Lil 
Total 100.00 


You will remember that the specimen sent for 
analysis was in scales. The average weight of 
them may be of interest to you: 


62 scales weighed 2055 nillegrammes ; 
6 * of least size, weighed 55 millegrammes; 
f “of greatest size, weighed 51.5 do 
‘© of least size, weighed 0 9 do 
‘© of average size, weighed 3.3 do 


| The occurrence in this form, while the gold in 
‘the rock from which the scales have been de- 
rived, is without doubt, in California, as in Mexi- 
co and Virginia, in granules, of wore or less ap- 
proximation to a spherical form, presents an in- 
quiry of much interest, viz:—How have the 
granules become flattened? 

From whatl have seen of glacial action in 

the Alps, and of its effects in this vicinity, and 
in Various other sections of the northern United 
Siates, l am strongly persuaded that the flatten- 
ing of the granules has been caused by the tran- 
sit of glaciers, with their masses olf imbedded 
boulders and gravel,over the rock conta: wg 
the gold. it accomplished at one stroke the re- 
duction of the rock to gravel and sand, and of 
the granules to plates. ‘This will explain how, 
in the alluvial plain, here and there, richer veins 
of the metal occur. The paths of ancient mo- 
raines, or rivers parallel to the direction of the 
glaciers, would contain more; the intervening 
spaces now filied up with lighter materials, 
spread about by subsequent simple aqueous 
agency, would contain less of gold. 
‘This consideration may furnish a suggestion as 
to the direction from a poimt found to be rich in 
metal, in which labor will probably be rewar- 
ded. If the deposits have been made by glacial 
agency operating at right angles to the direction 
of the cuast, eXcavalion in a direction north 
and south must cross their Course; excavation in 
a direction from or towards the mountaim range, 
would be either upon or parallel to their course, 
and wouid cross only the terminal moraines. 





Gotp* In an article upon this subject, the 








} 


New York Evening Post says :—The places where 
it is found are much more numerous than we 
might at first suppose. ‘The mines of America, 
however, surpass those of all other countries. 
Though of comparative newness, they have fur- 
nished three times and ahaif more gold, ang 
twelve times more silver, than those ol the old 
world. Suiiver and gold were, before the disco- 
very of America, supposed to bear to each other 
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the relation of 55to 1. In Europe the propor- 
tion is now about 15 to J. 

The gold of Mexico is chiefly found in argenti- 
ferous veins, as at Guanaxuato, where it is obtai- 
ned one oz. in three hundred and sixty. The only 
auriferous veins, worked as such, are at Oaxaco. 
The rivers in Caraccas flow over auriferous sands. 
Peru is not reported rich in gold at present. The 
gold of New Grenada 1s found in alluvial soil, and 
is washed out in the shape of spangles and grains. 
The gold of Chili is found under similar circum. 
stances. Brazil formerly brought the most gold 
to market, not even excepting Russia, which 
now, however surpasses her. All the rivers run- 
ning from the Brazilian mountains have gold, and 
ihe annual product of fine metal is now rated at 
99,000.000. 

There are no very late tables of the products 
of the American wines. We have ascertained, 
by accident purely, tow the estimate is made at 
present. 

From 1790 to 1830, forty years, the product of 


Mexico was— 








Gold £6, 436,453 | 

Silver £139,818,032 | 
Chili— 

Gold £2,768.488 

Silver £} 822,924 
Buenos Ayres— 

Gold £4,024.895 | 

Silver £27 182,673 | 
Add to this Russia— 

Gold £3,703.743 | 

Silver £1} 502 981 | 


And we have from four countries alone 1830 | 
millions of pound sterling, or forty-seven miliions } 
per annum. 

If we add the products of Europe and Asiatic | 
Russia, of the East Indies and Africa, which | 
some estimate al thirly six tons of gold per an- | 
num, we perceive that a vast amount of precious | 
metal is unearthed and somewhere in use. The | 
relative value of gold has changed very much) 
within a few hundred years, an2 it probably will 
change still more. But’ we do not think it is) 
likely to depreciate one-half in our time, for ma- | 
Ly reasons, though some persons imagine it wali. | 


From a recently published work from the German 
of Schubert, the Boston Transcript has taker, the fol- 
lowing: 

The sun in the heavens has in the terrestrial | 
world its opposite sun in Gold. The gold riches) 
of a large, sandy surface in the Ural mountains | 
in Russia, remained undiscovered until some | 
years ago. Jn that Urai gold district was found | 
in the year 1825a lump of gold weighing eighteen | 
pounds, and nine other pieces, each of which | 
wetghed several pounds. At Miasek, in the go- 
vernmeat of Orenburg, a lump of gold was found 
seven pounds in weight. Aithough these masses | 
are not to be compared with that piece of gold 
which was discovered in the year 1730, in Paz, 
in America, which weighed forty-five pounds, 
and out of which 5620 ducats were coined, bor 
with that-agaim dug up at Bahia, in the Brazils, 
in 1785, whose weight was 2560 pounds, and 
which was estimated in mouey value ata million 
and a quarter of guilders, yet the lumps of gold 
found in Russia were the most cunsiderable, so 
far as history informs us, ever discovered in so 
northern a region. 

There is something lempling and perilous in thus 
gelling rich without trouble. in the eleventh and 
twelith centuries many people in Bohemia set to 
work to wash out of the sand of one of their rivers 
the gold contained therein. Many of them gained 
more than could be got then by agriculture and the 
raising of cattle. But what happened ?—When 
the other inhabitants of the country saw that 
hundreds and at last thousands earned more by 
this easy business than they with their hard la- 
bor, many ofthem, thinking they could do as weil 
as others, left their land untilled. ‘here arose 
a great scarcity aud severe famine in the land. 
Ot what avail was their wealih then, to the most 
fortunate gold-washers, who in a year’s space 
had procured a pound and more of the noble me- 
tal? They could not for hard money purchase 
bread enough for themselves and theic familes ; 
many perisned of starvation, and the government 
finally ferbade the business of gold washing un- 
der heavy penalties. 

And has not that, which then impoverished 
a little country and its inhabitants, been repeated 
also on a grand scale in the history of mighty 
kingdoms? In our days what has pvor Spain, 
what has Portugal kept in actual possession, of 
that which they took trom the harmless people of 








so abundant in the Ural mountains and of Sibe= 


| Mill is farther of the opinion that the totai quan- 
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Peru, from the nations and rulers of Mexico and 
Brazil? To what heirs did the wealth of the 
Sultan Ackbar (the Grand Mogul), who died in 
1695, descend, amounting in value, chiefly in sil- | 
ver and gold, to 348.000,000 of guilders? 
Apropos to this subject of gold, a friend has 
handed us the foilowing statistics of the amount 
of gold, silver and copper coined in England in 

the year 1847: 

Of gold, 638 tons 432,089 .289 pieces. 
silver, 1515 * 65 154,731 * 
copper, 1,166,642 ‘ 

Making 432,000,000 pieces, which at an ave- 
rage value of $1,125 the piece, would make 

$488,410, 662. 


ply of the precious metals much less than it was 
half a century ago, while the population of Fu- 
rope and America, and the wants of commerce 
and consumption, are rapidly increasing. 

If, therefore, we estimate the products of the 
American, European and Russian Asiatic mines, 
with the gold dust procured from Africa, at five 
and a half millions of pounds sterling per annum, 
the wear and tear at one quarter of one per 
cent., and the annual consumption of the arts at 
£4,000,000 sterling, allowing half a million for 
exports to Asia, the amount of coin in Europe 
and America would be about the same in 1840 
that it was in 1830, and as its product is inerea- 
sing in Russia, there is probably a small gradual 


This calculation will afford some idea of the tincrease in the whole amount produced, 


immense quantity of gold annually required by 
“ngland alone for coinage. The annual abustrac 
lio from the comage of the world, effected by | 
wear, loss and use in manufactures, by abrasion, 
&c., is estimated at one-half of one per cent. 
‘No commodity,” says John Stuart Mill, ‘is 
quite free from fluctuations. Gold ané silver 
have sustained, since the beginning of history, 
one great permanent alteration of value, from the 
discovery of the American mines. In the pre- 
sent age, the opening of a new source of SUPP 


ria, may be the commencement of another period 
of decline.” May not the addition of this im- 
mense California supply precipitate this decline ? 


lity of gold in existence is at all times so great 
in proportion to the annual supply, that the ef- 
fect on Value even of a change in the cost of pro- 
duction is not sudden. 


Toe Precious Merars.—Mr. Jacobs, a high 
authority, estimated the Gold and Silver coin in 
existence in Europe in the year 1700 at £297,- 
VOU OUD, and in 1810 at £380,000,000. 

Mr. McCulloch agrees with Mr. Jacobs that) 
there has been a great falling off in the produets | 
of the American as wellas the European mines 
since 1810, and that during the twenty years | 
ending January Ist 1830, the product was but) 
litthe more than half as much as during the twen- 
ty years ending January Ist, 1810. 

Mr. Jacobs estimates the proportion of the 
precious metals supplied by the several American 
States in the twenty years from 1810 to 1830, as 
follows, in dollars: 





Mexico $220 043 200 
Guatemala 2 593.810 
Columbia, 33,564,267 
Peru, 64.688,429 
Buenos Ayres, 30,000,000 
Chili 16,618,880 





Dolls. 367,808,486 
Brazilian Mines 
Those of Europe and,Russian Asia 103,500,000 





Total Dolls. 489 803,486 
Being rather less than twenty-five millions of 
dollars annually. 

From the 380,000,000 pounds sterling left on 
the Ist of January, 1810, deduct for wear and 
loss at the rate of one part in four hundred and 
twenty each year, and which in twenty years 
would amount to £18,095,000, thus leaving Ist 
January, 1830, £36 1,904,780 
Add the supply from the mines du- 

ring that time, $489,803,486, say 103,736,768 





£455, 640,780 

From which deduct amount expor- 

ted to Asia in twenty years, esti- 

mated at £40,000,U0U, and about 

£4,000,000 annually consumed in 

plate, watches, &c., making in all 
in the twenty years 





And we have £335 ,640,000 
Or (at $4.80 per £.) 1,611,072,000 dollars, as the 
amount of coin in Europe and America in Jan- 
uary 1830, or nearly twelve per cent less than in 
1810. 

This estimate varies from that of Mr. Jacobs, 
inasmuch as his allowance for the amount made 
into plate, watches, &c, is £5,612,600 annually, 
which would make the decrease of coin during 
the twenty years, £66,611,400 sterling, or about 
seventeen per cent. 

Mr. McCulloch’s estimate of annual consump- 
tion for the above articles is £4,563,224. 

However this may be, all accounts agree that 
most of the American mines have been grow- 
ing less and less productive, and the total sup- 


18,495,000 | 


120,000,000 | 


Now, supposing the sixteen hundred millions 
of doilars in coin, in Europe and America, to be 
about the same at this time as it was in 1840, and 
that the proportion of that amount held in the 
United States should be about eighty millions of 
doliars, or one-twentieth of the whole, the ques- 
tion presents itself as to what probable effect on 
the value of the currency will be produced by 
the recent discovery of gold, in such quantities 
as are represented to exist in California. 

We have not assumed $80,000,000 as the ra- 
tio of the United States without consideration. 
Taking 1820 as the starting point, that being the 
year when accurate accounts were begun to be 
kept at our Custom Houses of the imports and 
exports of the precious metals, and the banks 
having returned $19,820,600 as in their vaults 
that year, supposed to be about two-thirds of the 
whole sum in the country, the result we have at- 
tained is based upon official data, up to the pre- 
sent time, as far as possible. 

Having given them the above facts in a con. 
densed form, our readers are as competent to 
estimate the disturbing influence wibicn the in- 
flux of any given ratio of the precious metals 
into Europe or America, is likely to cause. In 
estimating this effect, however, they must not 


‘fail to bear in mind that in all likelihood two- 


thirds of the amount which comes to the United 
States will be possessed for a time by our banks, 
and be made the basis of eniarged paper issues 
to double the amount of the coin they may re- 
ceive. Moreover, if California should yield for 
some years twenty-five millions of dollars an- 
nually, it will be as much as all the other mines 
within the reach of Kurope and America are be- 
lieved to produce. Thus. therefore, although the 
relative proportion of twenty-five millions to the 
existing mass of currency in those countries, is 
but one sixty-fourth, still a very few vears con- 
tinuance of such a product would make a seri- 
ous impression upon its value. And viewing the 
amount in relation to our own ourrency, and 
suppusing, which is reasonable, that we shall re- 
ceive far the greatest proportion of it, the in- 
fluence of sorapid an enlargement of our specie 
basis cannot fail lo enhance materially every 
species of property.—Phila. Ev. Bulletin. 


‘Tne Discovery or tHe CALiForntA GoLtp 
Mines was made by the Jesuits—about a cen- 
tury ago. They were subsequently expelled 
from Mexico! In 1769 Don Jose Gaivez, Mar- 
quis of Sonora, accompanied by Juse de Arem- 
zia, Marquis of Sonora, made a fruitless expe- 
dition there, and the Marquis was subsequently 
pronounced insane. ‘The Jesuits afterwards dis- 
closed, in Spain, that the charges of discovery 
and concealment were true. 


PRopuCcTIVENESS OF THE Mines or Mexico.— 
The gold and silver mines of Mexico produced, 
in the fourteen years of Spanish rule, from 1796 
to 1810, (as ascertained by the coinage reports, ) 
$342,114,285, being an average of $24,000,000 a 
year. in the succeeding period of filteen years, 
the coinage was only $153,276,972, or about 
$10,000,000 annually. ‘his diminution of pro- 
Gucliveness was ascribed, not to the lack of gold, 
but to the disturbed state of the country. These 
mines are now worked by Englishmen, to whom 
they have been pledged for money loaned to the 
Mexican government. ‘This great quantity of 
gold which will be thrown into circulation by 





the discovery of the richness of California, in 
that particular, will, no doubt, in a measure, de- 
crease its value, but atthe same time itis evi- 
dent that while the gain, or most of it, will be to 
this country, the depreciation will have to be 
borne proportionally al! over the world. 


Revative Varve or GoLp anv Sitver.—The 
degree of purity of gold is expressed by the num- 
ber of parts of that metal, contained in the 24 
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parts of.any mixture. Thus gold, which in 24 
such parts (termed carats) contains 22 of the 
pure metal, is said to be 22 carats fine. Abso- 
lutely pure gold, using the same language, is 24 
carats fine. ' 


Gold of 18 carats fine contains 25 per cent. of | 


alloy. 

The gold coin of Great Britain is an alloy of 
11 partsof gold and one of copper, one pound 
troy was formerly coined into 445 guineas. It 
now produces 46 29-40 sovereigns. The standard 
of the U. S. gold coin consists of eleven parts of 
pure gold to one part of alloy, which alloy con- 
sisis of silver and copper in any convenient pro- 
portion, provided the silver does not exceed the 
copper. 

The eagle of $10 contains 270 grains of stan- 
dard gold, of which 2474 grains are pure gold 
and 225 grains alloy. The troy pound of standard 
gold contains 11 ounces of pure gold and one 
ounce of alloy, and is coined into 214 eagles, of 
the value of 2135 dollars. 

The standard silver of Great Britain consists 
of 11 2-20 of pure silver and 18-20 copper: a 
pound troy therefore is composed of 11 oz. 2 dwt. 
pure silver, and 18 dwts. of copper, and it is coi- 
ned into 66 English shillings. 

The standard silver of the United States con- 
sists of 1485 parts of pure silver and 179 parts of 
copper. 

‘The dollar contains 416 grains of standard sil- 
ver, of which 371j grains are pure silver and 443 
grains of alloy. 

The troy pound of standard silver contains 10 
oz., 14 dwits. 4 5 13 grains of pure silver, and 1 
oZ., 9 dwis., 19 8-13 grains of ailuy, and is coi- 
ned into 13 11-13 dollars ; or 13 oz. troy of stan- 
dard silver are coined into 15 dollars. 

The proportional value of pure gold to pure 
silver by the laws of the United States, is as 15 
to 1—so that one pound of pure goid is worth 15 
pounds of pure silver. 

The propurtional value of the different gold 
and silver coins is derived wholiy from the pro- 
portion of pure gold in the one to the pure silver 
in the other, the alloy in both being disregarded. 

Thus 243 grains of pure gold, being one-tenth 
of the pure gold contained in our eagle, are equi- 
valent to our dollar, and multiplied by 15 pro- 
duce 371}, the number of grains of pure silver 
contained in the dollar. 

The specific gravity of pure wrought gold is on 
the average 19-3 compared to water 1-0, and it 
can be beat into leaves only one 282,00Uth of an 
inch thick. 

‘The specific gravity of native gold varies from 
13-3 to 17-7—and that ef standard gold is 17-157. 

‘The gold dust from Bambouk, in Africa, is of 
22; carats fine, aud some from Morocco is even 
23. 

The gold of Gison, in New Grenada, is of 233 
carals, being the purest of America. 

The small grains are not fragments broken 
from a greater mass, but show from their flatien- 
ed ovoid shape, and their rounded outline, that 
this 38 their original suape. Itis found dissemi- 
nated under the form of spangles or roundish 
giains, in silicious, argillaceous, and ferruginous 
sands of certain plains and rivers. 

The imperial standard troy weight at present 
recognized by the British laws (and I presume 
also vy the United States) corresponds with the 
apothecary’s weight in pounds, ounces and grains, 
but differs from it in the division of the ounce, 
which, according to this scale, Cuntains twenly 
penny weights, each weighing twenty-four grains, 
making 48U grains to the ounce. 

Estimating according to the United States 
standard and the above scale, (if my calcula- 
tions be correct,) one ounce of pure gold is worth 
$19,39 195 495. 

Now il it be true as bas been stated, thai Cali- 
fornia gold dust has been sold for a higher price 
per ounce than this, it must have sould for more 
than ils intrinsic value, even supposing it to be 
absolutely pure, which is not Jikely to be the 
case. 

EMiGRATION TO UALIFORN!A.—Sixty vessels 
are up ior this territory, at New York, and ten 
thousand persons, i. 1s believed, will depart from 
that cily for the gold regions within oue month. 
Six thousand persons were waiting at Panama. 
ja isreported, for a passage tu San Francisco, 
and avery large number is now in transilu be- 
tween the Atlantic cities and that poiot. lntel- 
ligence has been received from the Sandwich 
isiands to the eflect that the gold fever rages 
there with not Jess violence than in vur own 
eountry. ‘Towns and villages bave been alojost 


Tits mouth, for he contends that itis the conflict 





depopulated—the inhabitants having gone to 
search for the precious metals in California- 


THe OPENING OF THE [stamMus OF PanaMa.— 
The Baltimore Sun of the 19th inst., says the 
Public Ledger, of this city, has a long and well 
written communication upon the opening of the 
Isthmus of Panama, a project that seems nearer 
realization now, than it ever was, and which, by 
opening a short way to Oregon and California 
and China, would greatly enhance the value of 
our possessions on the Pacific, rapidly increase 
their growth, and greatly add to the trade and 
commerce of our country. The writer argues 
that the cut through the Isthmus would emanci- 
pate the Mississippi river from the obstructions at 


between the river and ocean waters that has 
formed the bar in the Mississippi, which is so 
formidable an obstacle to one of the greatest 
thoroughfares known to the world, Sever the 
slender tie that unites North and South Ameri- 
ca, and give the Equatorial currents their natu- 
ral course and the right of way, then the Missis- 
sippi will no longer be compelled to fight her 
way over her own threshold to reach the ocean, 
the strength of its current alone will keep the 
@pannel ciear. He suggests the employment of 
similar means to open the way as was used by 
the English in removing Round Down Cliff, Do- 
ver, where, with a single blast of gunpowder, 
one million of tons of earth were successfully re- 
moved. Finally, he quotes Mr. Jefferson’s views 
upon the subject, and it is remarkable how far 
ahead this sagacious statesman could look into 


the southern sea, we were prostrated by the hot 
blasts of a simoom, sweeping from the desert of 
Arabia, which was followed. by five days of in- 
tense and stifling heat. On the afternoon of the 
14th day, on the coastof Moab, to our surprise, 
we were greeted by a deputation of Christians 
from Kerak, the Keijath Moab of the Bible. 

The joy of this people at meeting us was un- 
bounded. They caressed us, brought us water 
and leban, (sour milk,) all they had, and some of 
them spent nearly the whole night hunting a 
wild boar, wherewith to regale us. When told 
that our forms of worship in America were dif- 
ferent from theirs, they replied: ‘What matters 
it? Christ died forall! Do you not believe in 
him??? When told that we did, they said: 
‘¢ Then what are forms before God ?—He looks 
to the heart! Weare brothers!’ And brothers 
they continued to cal} us to the last. 

We could not trace their origin, but concluded 
that they are either the descendants of one of the 
lost tribes converted to Christiailty, who, in the 
fastnesses of the mountains, 1ad escaped the 
Mohammedan alternative of ** the Koran or the 
sword,” or the crusaders under the Christian 
Lord of Kerak. They number about 150 tami- 
lies, and live in the town—the only one now lelt 
in the once populous country of Moab. Within 
the wails are also the huts of 100 Muslim 
families, and outside are the black tents of the 
fierce tribe Kera-Keyeh, numbering 750 fighting 
men. 

The Christians gaye us an invitation to visit 
their town, about seventeen miles distant in the 
mountains; bul, while bospiably urging us to 





the wants and requirements of future years: 

Were they to make an opening through the Isthmus | 
of Panama, a work much less difficult than some even | 
of the inferior canals of France, however small this | 
opening should be in the beginning, the tropical cur- 
rent, entering tt with all ils force, would soon widen 
it sufficiently for its own passage, and thus complete 
in a short time that work which otherwise will still 


go, they did not conceal the persis of the visit, 
for they confessed that they were outnumbered 
aud overawed, and in an emergency would not 
dare opeily to assist us. 

I determined, however, to accept their invita- 
tion at all} hazards; for it was evident thal, un- 
less recruited by a more bracing alwosphere, we 





employ it for ages. Less country, too, would be 
destroyed by itin this way. ‘These consequen- | 
ces would follow: Ist. Vessels from Europe or | 
the western coast of Africa, by entering the | 
tropics would have a steady wind and lide to 
carry them through the Atlantic, through Ame- 
rica and the Paciiie ocean, to every part of the 
Asiatic coast, and of the eastern coast of Africa; 
thus performing with speed and safety the tour 
of the whole globe, to within about twenty-four 
degrees of longitude, or one-filteenth part of 
its circumference; [the same current prevails 
now in the Pacific, and the opening above de- 
scribed could redouble its force; on the east 
coast of Africa there is a strong current making 
towards the Cape of Goud Hope, around which 
it turns, and assumes a westerly, and from that a 
north-westerly course, in consequence of which 
vessels could make the tour above spoken of, and 
be accompanied with all those favorable circum- 
stances throughout the entire circuil;] the Airi- 
can continent under the line occupying about that 
space. 2d. Gulf of Mexico, now the most dan- 
gerous navigation in the world, on account of its 
currents and inoveable sands, would become stag- 
nant and safe. 3d. The Gulf Stream on the 
coast of the United States would cease, and with 
(hat those derangements of course and reckon- 
ing, Which now impede and endanger the inter- 


must inevilably perish. bn tts Opinion the la- 


; mented Mr. Dale concurred with me. 


1 will not tire you with anaccount of the visit— 
of the treachery with which we were threatened, 
and our return, in Ballle array, with the hostile 
Sheik as prisoner—but simply express my con- 
viclion, that, but for the tinely information 
given by the Christians, we should never have 
seen our boals again, 

These poor Caristians are much tyran ized 
over by their Muslim neighbors. The: only 
place of retreat, when threatened with violence, 
is their little ceil of a church, which can scarcely 
hold twenty families. Their account, which ta 
iis HBarration bore the impress of truth, seems 
confirmed by the circumstance that in the centre 
of their little church there isa well, which sup- 
plies them with water until their provisions are 
exhausted, or the restless palure ol their perse- 
culors takes them elsewhere. ‘The object of all 
their hopes is to build a church sufficiently large 
to hold all their wives and children; for, with 
all their intolerance, the Muslims respect the 
house of Him whom they call ** Issa, the Prophet 
of the Christians.” 


The foundation and a part of the walls of a 
church have been buill, but the work is discon- 
tinued trom the want of means—the sirocco aad 
the locust having swept their harvests for several 
years. ‘hey gave me an appeal to their Chris- 





course with those States. 4th. The fogs on the 
Baoks of Newfoundiand, which Dr. Franklio sup- 


posed, to be the vapors of the Gulf Stream, un- | 


disturbed by cold air, would disappear. Sih. Those 
Bauks ceasing io receive suppiiesol sand, weeds 
and warm water, by the Gull Stream, it might be= 
come problematical what eflects cuange ot pas- 
ture aud temperature would have on the fishe- 
ries. 





Tue Deap Sea_ Expepition.—-Chrislians 
from Kerak.—The following interesting Jetier 
trom Lieutenant Wm, F. Lynch, of that expe- 
dition, is copied from the Washington Union of 
ihe 13th inst :— 

To the editor of the Union : 

With the consent of the Hon. Secretary of 
the Navy, 1 beg leave, through your columns, to 
redeem a promise 1 have made. 

When the small party, just returned from the 
Dead Sea, first entered upon its waters, its 
members came, one and all,to the conclusion, 
(bat having undertaken what others failed to ac- 
complish, the honor of the American name was 
al sluke, and that it were Deller to die like them 
ihan returo unsuccessiul. 

On the evening of the ninth day, however, on 


tian brethren in America, which | promised to 
|deliver. With many apologies for its pliraseology, 
they begged me to wrile it out more fully ior 
them, but | prefer sending it forth in its own 
simple apd touching brevity. 1 will only add 
that little should be given, and that discreetly, at 
different times, so as vot to excile the cupidity of 
the Muslims, ‘The Board of Foreign Missivas at 
New York will douviless receive what may ve 
given, and forward it either to their brethren ia 
| Beirut, or to the Anglican bishop at Jerusalem, 
ior distribution. One cent trom each humane 
person in this land of charity willbe more thaa 
sullicient. 
APPEAL. 


By God’s favor: May it, God willing, reach 
America, and be presented to our Christian 
brothers, whose happivess may the Aimighty 
God preserve: Amen. 


8642. BEDUAH. 


We are in Kerak, a few very poor Curistians, 
and are building a church. 

We beg your excellency to help us in this un- 
dertuking, lor we are very weak. 

The land bas been uoproductive and visited by 
the locusts for the last seven years. 
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The church is delayed in not being accom- | satisfactory to those who may have been led into | 
plished, for want of funds; for we are a few error in relation to the respective agency of | 
Christians surrounded by Muslims. Gen. Houston and myself in connection with this 

This being all that 1s necessary to write to/ great measure of American policy. Some delay 
you, Christian brothers in America, we need say.) "as occurred in making it, from the hope that 
no more, Gen. Houston would himself inforw the public | 

The trusters in your bounty, of the facts which it contains. 

ABDALLAH EN NAHAS, (Sheikh.) Very respectfully, your ob't servant, 
YAKOB EN NAHAS. ANSON JONES. 
Kerak, 28 Jamad Awak, 1264. P.S. It is proper that I should state that it 
is my impression that the above letter of Gen. 
Houston was not dictated by feelings unfriendly 

Texas Annexation. —The San Antonio Wes-|to the cause of annexation, but by a belief, at 
fern Texian, says the New Orleans Delta, pub- | the time, of the entire impracticability of its ac- 
fishes the following jetter from the Hon. Anson, complishment, in consequence of the opposition 
Jones, ex-President of the late Republic of Tex- | to it in the United States, as manifested in the 
as, on the subject of the relative course of Gene-| recent rejection of the annexation treaty. 
ra] Houston and himself, in regard to the an- 
nexation of Texas tothe United States. This Tue Sate or tHE Duxe or BuckIncHAM’s 
letter throws a strong light on the secret history | Property at .Strowe, EncLtanp.—At the sale 
of Texan diplomacy, under the administration of | of this bankrupt nobleman’s property, as often 
Gen. Houston, and is extremely interesting. The | happens, the competition caused many articles 
developments were not entirely unexpected, we |to bring prices far above their real value and 
believe, as it has jong been understood that some | actual cost. For instance, a Dresden Vase, 
such document as General Houston’s order to} which cost the Duke $25, brought $100; a very 
Mr. Jones was in existence, and would probably | handsome Koee-hole tavle of rich buhl tortoise 
at some day, see the light: shell, with marks and ornaments of ormulu, 


Barrington, Washington Co, Texas, brought $425; table cover richly worked in gold 
October 19, 1848. and colors, sold for $125; a tortoise shell and 


: . ‘waka buhl inkstand, with ormulu ornaments, $75; 

To the Edilor of the Western Texian : an exquisite old chocolate cup aud cover B ap 
Dear Sin: Very many misrepresentations | rarest old Sevres blue de roi, covered with a net 
having been madein relation to the relative | work of gold, $60 ; a pier table with solid slab 
course of General houston and myself on the | of Egy ptian porphyry, $200; a pair of ebony ca- 

















——— —— 


Patent Orrice.—The following opinion of the 
Aitorney General of the United States, was given with 
especial reference to the recent case of Morse against 
Bain, upon an application by the latter for a patent to be 
issued fora telegraphic improvement. The Commis- 
sioner of Patents, alluding to this opinion, says: ‘* in 
the future action of this office, the date of the enrol- 
ment, and not that of the sealing, shall be considered as 
the date of a foreign patent, behind which the foreign 
applicant will not be permitted to go, in order to prove 
the priority of his invention.” The letter is addressed 
to the Hon. Jas. Buchanan, Secretary of Slate, and 
dated August 30, 1848, viz: 

Sin :—1 have the honor to reply to your letter, 
submitting an enquiry propounded by the com- 

missioner of patents, whether a foreign patentee 
can go behind the date of his foreign patent, and 
prove the actual date of his invention, in order 
to defeat the rights of the American tmventor, 
there having been no previous description of the 
invention in any printed publication ; or in other 
words, whether the fact of an invention or discos 
very abroad, which had not been patented or de- 
scribed in any printed publication, will defeat a 
patent to.an original inventor, who has invented 


or discovered the same thing in this eountry. 


The answer to be given to this inquiry depends 
upon the act of Congress, 4th of July, 1836, 
when the patent laws of the United Siates under- 
went a revision, and several important provisions 
were for the first time introduced. 

By the sixth section it is enacted, * that any 
person or persons having discovered or invented 





subject of the aunexation of Texas to the Uni-! pinets, the panels carved with sacred subjects, 
ted States, the whole matter will be placed in | with groups of children and masks of ormulu, the | 
ils proper light before the public by the follow- | sjabs of Verona marble, $300; a pair of candela. | 
ing order, addressed me by that gentleman, 16 | bras of five lights each, with bacchanalian fi- 
Add, on the eve of his departure from the seat gures, $100; a pair ol superb candelabras formed 
ol Government :— of bruuches of lilies, wilh nozzles tor ten lights, 
supported by a group of two boys, beautilully 
Washington, September 23, 1844. modelled on a pedestal, with festoons of ormulu, 
tion. Anson Jones; See: of Btats, ele. : 9875, the original cost of which to the Duke was 

er, gurl only a little over $500, and the pedestal tor the. 

Sir: Let despatches be forthwith sent to Dr. | same, of the richest bubl and ormulu, $425; ma- | 


{cory ] Executive Department, 


Sm.th, to the care of Mr. Rate (vide Nole a.) at | king the entire cost for a pair of candeiavras and | 


London. pedestal, about $1,300. A magnificent clock | 
Let the instructions be given Mr. Rate to for- | was sold, the works contained in a vase of white | 


any vew or useful art, machine, manulacture, or 
composition of matter pot known or used by oth- 
ers before his or their discovery or invention 


thereof, and not at the time of his application for 


a patent in public use or on sale, wilh his consent 
or allowance, as the inventor or discoverer, and 
shail desire to obtain au exclusive property there 
in, may make application in writing to the Come. 
missioner of patents, expressing such desire, and 
the commissioner, on due proceedings bad, may 
graut a patent therelor.”? ihe same section pro- 
vides that ‘the applicant shall make oath or af- 
firmation that he dues verily believe that he ts 
ihe original or first loventor or discoverer of the 


ward said despatci es, in the event of Dr. Smith’s marble, and the time indicated by a figure of | #ft, machine, Composition, or improvement for 
departure homeward, to Colone! Daingerfield, at} truth. From the vase spring branches of pop- | which ie solicits a patent, and that he does not 


} ae tf rg ¢ 4 : 
the Hague. Let full powers and letters of cre- pies, with nozzles for seven lights , the pedestal 





koow or believe that the same was ever belore 


| 


dence be also transmitted to Colonel Dainger-| of white marble, enriched with festuons of known or used, and also of what country he is 


field, to be used by him in the eventof Dr.) fruits and flowers, mouldings of ormulu and a| 


Swith’s leaving Europe, in conducting the ne-| plinth of Verona marble; its height being seven 


/a citizen.” 
| ‘Thus far the law is left substantially as it stood 


cessary negotiations with the Courts of England | (eet six inches. It brought $300. The amount | before 5 aud, if nol accompanied by ay new pro- 


and France. realized in fourtee days was over $100,000. 
_Let our representatives (Dr. Smith or Colonel | ‘Phe sale of the magnificent silver plate excited 
Daingerfield) be instructed to complete the pro- |g lively competition. A beautiful ewer and dish, 
posed arrangement (b,) for the settiement of our) embossed with figures of the boldest and most et- 
Mexican difficulties, as soon as possible—giving | fective design, brought the enormous price of 57 
the necessary pledges, as suggested in the late) shillings per ounce. {tis of antique Italian ma- 
despatch of Dr. Smith on this subject, but ad-| ;ufacture, and supposed to be by Viani. lis weight 
hering tothe Rio Grande us a buundary, sine was eighty one ounces. 


qua non. ; The next lot in the catalogue for the day was 

Alsu, let our representative be instructed to 
enter al once into the proper arrangements for Centre Piece; round the vase are six country 
the admission of our products into the ports ol figures, cattle and horses; three figures above, 
England, (and France if possible,) upon the most | pranches for thirteen lights, and a wheatsheaf,” 


Javoravle lerms—suggesiing to the European | This was the gift of the farmers of Bucks to the 
parties that now is the most favorable time for 


such an arrangement wiih this couutry, in conse | oppusition to the Corn Law Bill. 


quence ol the absence of the obstacles which) ‘The weight of this superb piece of plate is' 
a trealy with the United States might interpose. (2.206 ounces. It was valued by Messrs. Chris-| 


(Signed) SAM HOUSTON. | tie at about $4,000, and was purchased at that 


This, you will perceive, was the “* Vermillion | sum by Mr. Smith, solicitor of Buckingham, ou | 
behali of the subscribers, with the view of retur- | 


Edict,”? and had | complied wiih it, annexation 
would have been as completely killed as a man | Ding it to the family. 
would be by having his bead cut off, or a Euro- A tankard, with the triumph of Neptune ex- 
pean war superadded to the Mexican one; so | | quisitely carved i ivory, high reliel, the cover 
incurred the responsibility of postponing the | consisting of a group ol marine deities, surmoun- 
same, and allerwards consummated (he measure \ted by figures; on gilt stand, embossed, with ter- 
of anuexation, in direct opposition to the * policy | minal figures at the handies. This beautitul 
of General Housion,” as developed in the above | work of att, Which was in pure Italian antique 
jetler. 1 trust that without farther comment | taste, naturally excited great competition, and 
from me, this communication, made from a just | was finally sold for $750. 
regard tu the estavlisiment of truth, will be ‘The next lot was described as a magnificent 
ewer, wilh a medallion of George IIl, surmoun- 
' ted by the crown under the lip, the handle richly 
(a) Mr. Lachlin McIntosh Rate, a London priests A end surmounted by = helen This oa 
merchant, and at the same time an agent fur the perb ewer was presented by the officers aud men 
Government of Texas. of the Bucks militia to the Marquis of Bucking- 
(b) The * proposed arrangement” was a “ Di- | ham at the camp at Harwich in 1803. 1t weighs 
plomatic Act,” which, in the language of Dr. | no less than 147 ounces, and bears on the reverse 
Smiti’s despatch “would give to the European Go- | of the medallion ap appropriate inscription. 
vernments, parties lo it, a perfect right to forbid, for; ‘There were several bidders lor this lot, but it 
all time to come the annexation of Texas to the Uni- | was ultimately secured by Mr. Emmanuel at 
ted Stutes,” and the * piedges” spoken of were to | about $2,75 per ounce, and will, it is understood, 
the same purpose, or ihat Texas would never) through Lord Breadaibane, be restored to the 
consent to the measure. family. 











present Duke of Buckingham, we believe for his 


/ visions, Would be controlied Dy previous adjudi- 
/calions founded in a cousideravie degree upon 
'enactwents now become obsvulete. But the 7th 
/section miroduces a new rule, which seews to be 
decisive of the ques.ion under consideration, It 
deciares, ** that on the filing of any such weppli- 
‘cation, description, aud specification, and the 
/paymentofl the duly hereimatler provided, the 
| commissiovuer shall make or cause lu be made, an 


thus deseribed :—* The maguificent Testimonial |} examination of the new inveuliup or discovery ; 


}and il, Ov any such application, it shall not ap- 
|pear to the cCuoumissiover, thal the same has 
bee Invented or discovered by aby olher person 

iu this Country, prior to the aileged invention or 
discovery thereul by the applicant, or that it had 
been patented or describeu in aly printed publi- 
cation in this, or aby loreign cOuntiy-; or bad 
been im public use Or on Sale, Wilh ihe applicant’s 
cousent or allowance, prior to the application 5 if 
tue commissioner Shall deem il tv be sullicienuly 
useful and important, it shall be his duly to issue 
a patent therelor.”” ‘The rule bere prescribed to 
tie COumissioner is ailecwards re-alhimed avd 
carried oul io the furm of a proviso, in ihe fft- 
teenth section, providing afruie of adjudicativn, 
Namely: “ Lhat whewever it shall satislactorily 
appear ihat the pa eulee, al the time of making 
his application, believed bimseil lu be the frst 
mvVeulor or discoverer of We thing paiented, the 


the inveuwdon or discuvery, or any part thereof, 
having Leen belore known or used in any loreign 
country, it nol appearing that (he same, or any 
| substantial part ihereo!, bad been belore patented 
or describec ip any printed publication.” 

While, therelure, the sixth section declares 
that a patent shall issue lo the inventor (ail 
vitier cunditions being complied with) if the 
ihing proposed to be secured had not been in- 
Vented or discovered by any olber person iu luis 


cuacls that the pacent shall uot be helu void (all 








same shall not be bheid to be void on account of 


country,” the proviso of the Olleenuth section 


viher conditious being Complied wilh) on account 
oi the invention or discovery, or any part there- 
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of, having been before known or used in any fo-| of change act upon it. Within the last year the 


reign country. 


These provisions introduce an important modi- 


fication of the law of patents designed to protect 


the American inventor against the injustice of | 


being tlrown out of the fruits of his ingenuity 
by the existence of a secret invention or discovery 
abroad:—that is to say, one not patented and 
not f scribed in any printed publication. it is 
wel ones that such secrets of trade exist in 
great numbers, designedly withheld from the 
public ; and when, therefore, the American in- 
ventor has been so fortunate as to invent or dis- 
cover the same thing, he is as great a public 
benefactor as if the secret.did not exist in any 
foreign country; and it was the intention of 
Congress to secure to him his rightful property 
in the result, and not permit it to be defeated by 
the foreign inventor, coming forward afterwards, 
either for a patent or without a patent. There 
is no more reasonable or just foundation or title 
of property than that which has been so imper- 
fectly secured by law in the products of mind; 
and it is to be regarded as the presumed inten- 
tion of the legislator effectually to secure it, 
where the reason of the law will apply, and the 
Fanguage used will admit of a favorable inter- 
pretation. In the present case the intention is 
clear, and the language explicit and unequivo- 
cal, leaving no room for coustruction. 

The provision, without the aid of the sixth sec- 
tion furnishes a clear rule of adjudication, by 
which the rights of P&rties are ascertained, and 


itis impossible that an executive officer should | 


regard that as an objection to the grant of a pa- 
tent, which the courts of law are bound to over- 
rule as unavailable. The objection, therefore, 
which is now presented, that an original bona fide 
invenior in this country, who verily believed 
himself the original or first discoverer, at the 
time of his application, and did not know or be- 
lieve that his invention or discovery was ever be- 
fore known or used, and when in fact it had 
been before invented or discovered by any other 
person in this country, and had not itself or any 
substantial part of it, been before patented or 
described in any printed publication in any coun- 
try, thatthe American inventor in such case is not 
enviitied to a patent fur his discovery, because it 
had been before known or used in a foreign coun- 
try, is directly opposed to the intent, the policy, 
and the express words of the act of Cungress, 
and it is without any legal foundation. 

ln such a case the American inventor is, in 
conlemplation of law, under the provisions ol the 
act of Congress, the origiual and first inventor. 
The fact that any invention, not patented and not 
described in any publication, has been before 
known or used in any foreign country, is render- 
ed immaterial except so far as it may have come 
to the knowledge ot the applicant, and may thus 
conflict with the oath or aflirmation which he 1s 
required to take, or with his claims as an origi- 
nalinventor. If he is an original inventor, and 
is in the condition to take the oath or affir- 
ination prescribed, then the act removes the 
supposed objection out of the way, requires 
the commissioner to issue the patent, the 
courts to declare it valid, and establishes the 
American right, to the exclusion of the foreign 
discovery, Which kas not, in either mode indica- 
ted by the act of Congress, been communicated 
tu the public. | have the honor to be, 

Very respectiuly, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


ISAAC TOUCELY,. 





Formation OF Istanps.—Prof. A. D. Bache, 
Superiutendent of the Cuast Survey, slales some 
highly interesting facts in relation to the islands 
in Mobile Bay, &c.: Pelican Island in 1822, was 
1723 yards long—in 1841 it was 2797, aud in 
1347 1t had increased to 3457 yards, making an 
increase of 1735 yards in 25 years. ‘The north 
end of this isiand has made a few yards furiher 
out in 1848. ‘The shore of Dauphin Island, to 
the northward of Pelican, had cut oul a lew 
yards, so keeping the distance between them 
nearly the same. The distance between the 
north end of Felican Island and Dauphin Island, 
in 1822, was 1957 yards—in 1841, it was 758, and 
in 1847, it was but 383 yards. ‘he depth through 


this channel has remained the same since 1822, be- | 
ing 12 feet at mean Jow water. Sand Island, upon 
which stands the outer lighthouse, was in 1522 
but 131 yards across, in 1841 it was 1542 in length 
—ana m 184711 had decreased to 903 yards. 
This Island is constantly undergoing changes, | 
increasing or decreasing as the yarious Causes 
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with hope and confidence upon the opinions of 
north point has been cut off for within the dis-| the eminent jurists and statesmen, representing 
tance of 60 yards, and the eastshore for an aver- | all parties, who declare that slavery, as a mere 
age width of 15 yards—whilst the shore to the | local institution, cannot be transferred to terr:- 
northward of the light-house has made out 60 | tories now free, without the positive interference 
yards. A small channel 10 or 15 yards wide | of Congress in its behalf, to which, as friends of 
and 6 feet deep, which separated the north point | freedom, we can never give our countenance or 
pi a small bank, dry at low water, was filled | support. 

uring one spring ebb tide. ittle Sand Island, ; 
as it A called, a wes 8 Ry ny from 3 to 10 | Massacuuserrs :—Liability of the Commonwealth 
feet water, had made up into an island in 1841 o0f| on account of five per cent. scrip, loaned to various 
952 yards in lengih, and incraased to 2625 yards Railroad Corporations to aid in the construction of 
| in 1847. of their several roads : 














| br Zzn s 
GENERAL AvERAGE—Freicut.—In the Uni- E29 a bose 
ted States District Court, July 28, 1848, sitting ects f° s 
in Philadelphia. Myers vs. the brig Harriet. | ot? S Kind of Scrip. 
This case involves principles of great impor- a ee oo sol 
tance to the mercantile community. The Har- 3S ~emrsi5 cee, 
riet sailed from Norfolk on the 271 November, = feege P23 
1847, bound to Point a Petre, Guadaloupe. She — seco = = 
was loaded with staves, shipped by Myers & Co. ese 
to Carron and Bonsffe, of Guadaloupe. She | =5 
met with very heavy, tempestuous weather, | >> zz7 
_which damaged the vessel, and rendered it im BSss SES 
| possible to continue the voyage without repairs. pe fi ite a Loan authori- 
| She therefore put into Kingston, Jamaica, where | SOD LP m= god by law, 
ishe arrived December 25th, On survey it was | tat t & op dated 
found that the upper works of the vessel were | Ge eK ee HS SS 
considerably strained, and that they needed | ” oe ee 
repairs. These were made under the orders of | Ke ay -% 
the captain, and in order to pay for them, he | Sl we ZESS l2 = Amount autho- 
took the responsibility of selling the cargo, and | Si SSS 22 | SL ized 
Saunas with the vessel in ballast to the United | = Sse = a es - 
| States. | = ules 8 7 
The vessel has now been libelled by the | S % ey 
shipper and consignee for a breach of cvuntract | Se] pt2zs| sess 
and of aflreightment, and they ask for a decree oe] SSSSS] CSS Anountissued. 
for the value of the goods at the point of ship- | S| SEESEER!| AEE 
ment, with interest irom the time of sailing. ai oso) Veo 
The defendant does not deny a liability for the, ol SeSesSi sss 








value of the cargo, but claims that the goods 
shall be charged wiih general average four the 
expenses from the time of the enforced devsation, 
and also the freight. He also covteads, in the 
second place, that he is only liable for the nett 
proceeds of the cargo to Kingston. 

On these points the opimion of the Court is as 


| follows: 
| 


The Commonwealth holds, as security for the 
‘redemption of the above-named scrip, a mort- 
gage on all the roads, and also, in addition, 3,900 
shares of stock in the Eastern, 4000+shares of stock 
in the Norwich and Worcester, and 1.000 shares 
}of stock in the Andover and Haverhill. The 
| interest.on ali the scrip, except the Western, ts 


1. That general average ic not allowed ex- | paid semi-annually at the office of the ‘Treasurer 
. , 2 | 


‘the : f the Corporation, and the balance in London 
-excepl when a vessel went to a port of necessity, | ° Mra th oa ‘ 
ag i ils Voyage was ba pene rates. | where the scrip is made payable in sterling cur- 
| 9. That freight is not earned if the voyage ia | S°°d: A sinking fund, for the redemption of 
|abandoned by the delict of the ship or master. | !€ Western Reilroad scrip,  eatablishad, sad 
|S Wet the Saatein.teen. het actified i anki is held in trust by the Commonwealth for the 
| : I - anal bi _ Corporation, consisting of the profits derived from 
'king sale of the cargo at Kingston. Itdoes not] al the notin. oot oier  faae te 
| appear that he made any exertion to obtain funds Aber’ Ps 


reo ve ; - : — opened for use, 1 per cent. per annum on the 
| RE e AS PANROLIEA ; a the Ueeyel, OF. RP Any | amount of the loan—say $40,000 per annum. To 


panes aeenere: dain ” pears C anon | the liabilies above stated, is to be added a loan 
lec ol Or the cote tort, Lhe aanin | of $995 000, payable in 1857, at 5 per cent. inte- 
| unequivucal, Or the sale is a tort. ‘be captain | ve a ak eneibel _ ‘all epee 
& hah tled . | rest per annum, payable semi-annually, making a 
/sold the cargo, vol only to pay the re pats, but | total of $6,044,555 56 
| because he had determined the voyage stiould be = te ; 
(broken up. it appears that one-half of the| Prennsytvanta.—The heavy damages sustained 
amount brought by the cargo would bave been! by the freshet im the fall of 1847, according to 
sufficient to pay ail the repairs—even if such a) the report of the Auditor General of the State, 
course were aliowable. ‘The sale was wilboul | caused an extraordinary experditure—over and 
/excuse—the cargo was not perishable, and the | above the ordinary expenses--of about $300,- 
| master has no right to dispose of the property| 000. Of course the loss from tolls, in addition, 
/of the shipper for the sole benefit of the ship-| owing to the delay of business, was very heavy. 
(owner. ‘The goods appear tohave been disposed | Notwithstanding these great drawbacks upon the 
of solely for the benefit of the transporter. ‘The | state finances, it will be seen by the following 
rule is, where the saie of the cargo is allowable, | statement that the balance in the treasury fully 
(hal no u.ore shall be sold than is necessary, so | justifiesthe expectation that the interest of the 
that the remainder may be carried to ils place of | State debt will be paid on the Ist of February 
destination by another vessel, next: 

4. ‘The rule determining ibe amount of dama- 1846. 1847. 1848. 
ges is the value of the cargo at the place of | Receipts $3,913,943.37 $4,361,704.59 $4,512,667 07 
‘shipment, all expenses and interest trom the | Expendi- 
line of shipment. Ii the libellaut cluims more turcs 
{than this, or the defendant asks lo be discharged 
| less, they must clearly and unequivocally show 
}thatthe goods would, at the pisuce of destina-| 
lion, bring the amount claimed to be the proper 
value. Decree for liabilities. 

lt is referred to the Commissioner to ascer- 
|tainthe amount. The delendant afterwards ob- 
/ tamed leave to appeal to the Circuit Court. 
| [ Hunt’s Werchant’s Mag. 








3,529,264.67 3,680,813.74 3,935,376.68 





$384,678.70 $680,890.85 $577,200 39 

Balance in treasury, Dec. 1, 1845 | $384,886 09 
1846 384,670 70 

1847 680,890 85 

1848 577,290.39 

But for the calamitous floods of the fall ot 1847, 
the cost of which fell upon the revenue of 1848, 
and the consequent loss of toll, the balance in the 
ireasury on the first of the present month would 
pave been at ljeast $900,000—showing a steady 
and gradual increase in the resources Ol the Stale. 
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| Che States. 








Viremia.—The official electoral vote of this 
| New Hamesmire.—The resolution appended | State is, as follows: Cass 46,586 votes; Taylor 
| was passed by the Legislature of this Siate by | 45,124 votes. Majority for Cass 1,462. 

| @ vole of 151 to 28: Norra Carouina.—Calvin Edney (Whig), has 


Resolved, That while we abide steadfastly by | been elected to the House of Commons of this 
the principles of the ordinance of 1787, we rest State, from the county of Yancey, in the place 
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of Mr. Fleming, resigned. The House of Com- 
mons now stands 26 Whigs to 24 Democrats, 
being a majority of two on joint ballot. 

The resolutions introduced by Mr. Steele, of 
Richmond, into the House of Cotmmons, decla- 
ring that the territories of the United States are 
the joint and common property of all the States 
—inat Congress has not the power to pass any 
law making a discrimination between the States 
in regard to their rights in these territories— 
that the enactment of such a law would bea 
violation of the Constitution and the rights of the 
States—that no other condition js imposed by 
the Constitution on a State in order to its admis- 
sion, except thal its constitution shall be repub- 
lican,—and that the imposition of any other con- 
dition by Congress would be in violation of the 
Constitution and in direct conflict with the prin- 
ciple on which our political system rests,—were 
made the order of the day for the 13th inst. 


SourH Carotina.—The newly elected Gover- 
nor, the Hon. W. 8S. Seabrook, was imaugurated 
on the 14th inst. From his inaugural address, 
we make the following extracts : 

W hile the fanatic und the demagogue have fra- 
ternized for the purpose of pulling down some por- 
tion of the Federal edifice, which they assert to be 
unnecessary to ils preservation, it is superfluous 
to remind you, gentlemen, that on the entirety of 
the structure depends its value to one-half the 
Confederacy. Whenever the cilizens of the slave- 
holding States shall firmfy believe that the com- 
pact to which their fathers subscribed secures 
neither liberty nor prosperity ‘to them or their 
posterity, it will be idle to waste time in conjec- 
turing coucerning the future. 
ready known. ‘Ihe head and heart of the patriot 
proclaim it. That period, in the solemn judg- 
ment of him who addresses you, is rapidly ap- 
proaching. ‘To be ready to meet it is a duly you 
owe to tie Slate, the Usion, and the cause of 
consliiulional liberty. 

* * * R * 

There is still hope, however, that God, in his 
mercy, will avert tue dvom which impends over 
our beloved country. Until the hour of trial then 
shall come, let her constitutional obligations be 
faithtully discharged by South Carolina. 

In the meantime, prepare for every emergency. 
The traitor is not he who resists usurpation, but 
he who tamely submits to 13 demands. In your 
resolves be lemperate anddiscrect; out firm, re- 
solute and united. 
tion and advice of your oppressed cou-partuers, 
be it your care to have the conviction seriously 
impressed on the public mind of the Union, that 
Svuth Carolina never will consent to meet in fe- 
deral Council, except as a sovereign anu an equal. 
Let it be known that you count ail danger light, 
when compared with ihe hazard of poitical deg- 
radation, 


Omio.—The Legislature of this State was orga 
niZed on the 23d iust. ‘The tullowing is the offi- 
cial yule for Governor aud Kiectors : 


| 3 as Q 
Se e 8.71 
> = 3 
Adams 1295 1563 1259 1690 196 
Allen 635 954 723 © 8©6lU7U 2 
Ashtabula 3405 936 1124 873 2467 
Ashland 1316 2342 1341 2519 274 
Aihens 1639 = ]2&8U 1846 =15u9 = 32vU 
Auglaise 379 955 457 =: 1039 14 
Beimont 3169 2793 2723 292 543 
Brown W7L 2330 1771 4 =©2557)—s 43 
Butier 2150 3574 1959 §=63536 0381 
Carroll 1596 13585 1453 1395 345 
Champaign 1940 1446 Isis 1508 = 33u 
Ciark 24u7 =134U 2506 1375 U4 
Ciermont 2142 2640 2204 2533 403 
Clinton 1949 = 1 1U38 1233 «61122 8=©755 
Columb’na 2238 2739 135v 2132 865 
Cuosioctun 1574 2u95 1314 4 «=.2422)— 37 | 
Crawtord 835 =. 1558 952 = Llb78 YU 
Cuyahoga 3329 2290 1776 §=©2363 259 
Defiance loUs =: LS3U 334 567 23 
Darke 2205 2uU6 1508 1554 81 
Delaware 308 463 1866 1574 26 
Erie 1392 1112 14u9 999s OBL 
Fairfield 2266 3513 21433 8=— 3515 42 
Fayette 1147 yu4 1157 946 §123 
Franklin 2835 234 3199 3uU29 234 
Gallia 1451 9738 163 lUs1 95 
Geauga 2UU5 897 872 922 1373 
Greene 2192 1264 2035 1256 644 
Guernsey 2025 2069 2373 2504 439 
Hamilton 8307 9930 9Vl8 10334 1936 


‘The result is al- | 


While enlisting the co-opera- | 





Hancock 868 1320 1016 1501 32 











Hardin 557 544 596 605 51 
Harrison 2005 1678 1564 1658 543 
Henry 222 2389 217 297 17 
Highland 2212 2121 2114 2224 342 
Hocking TOT =: 1228 856 1319 23 
Holmes 989 = 2002 1118 2224 45 
Huron 2135 . 1682 1950 1769 876 
Jackson 824 1061 987 1108 50 
Jefferson 2374 2358 2147 2231 455 
Knox °2288 3224 1910 2390 538 
Lake 1606 715 7177 716 904 
Lawrence 948 676 1164 745 5 
Licking 3269 3438 3030 3468 534 
Logan 1660 1064 1652 1147) = 276 
Lorain 2155 152) 647 1473 1616 
Lucas 1239 =: 1126 1298 1197 327 
Madison 1259 691 1329 712 80 
| Mahoning 1269 2069 720 1953 1042 
Marion 1302 =: 1460 1001) 193 
Medina 1926 81835 1140 =1836 
Meigs 1201 $08 1327 =61014 
Mercer 346 537 360 641 16 
Miami 2435 16386 2542 1822 272 
Monroe 1119 = 2218 999 2574 330 
Montgm’ry 3679 3436 3561 333L 304 
Morgan 2441 2492 2320 2448 314 
Morrow 1166 1834 407 
| Muskingum 4117 = 3167 4427 3380 =. 228 
Ollawa 173 267 190 231 49 
Paulding 1287 2076 70 198 
Verry 59 162 1488 = 2192 19 
| Pickaway 1994 2076 2115 1960 24 
| Pike 770 831 843 909 33 
Portage 2249 2234 1270) «2149 = 1127 
Preble 2204 1456 2106 1519 314 
Putnam 323 613 402 634 3 
Richland 2054 344 2087 3177 -188 
| Ross 2896 2204 3394 2306 174 
‘Sandusky 874 1074 9238 1148 124 
| Scion 1509-1067 1838 1268 13 
Seneca 1403. 071 1536 2326 86482 
| Shelby 1027. 1153) 102k S119 49 
, Stark 2431 3233 2332 3495 570 
Summit 2439 8 §=1866 13892 = 1815) 1058 
Trumbull 3069 2028 1364 1951 2075 
| Tuscarawas2496 2359 2662 2553 184 
| Union 1070 785 1030 497= «78 
/Van Wert = 155 320 223 331 
[Warren 2801 1864 2526 261 402 
| Washington 2266 1823 2079-1930 = 462 
|Wayue 2091 3256 2284 3330 190 
/Williass 269 434 323 515154 
W vod 562 557 647 636 29 


Wyandot 833 939 951 1059 46 


Totals 148666 148321 138356 154783 35374 

The whole number of votes given was 328,513. 
Majority of Cass over Tayior, 16,427. Majority 
of taylor and Van Buren over Cass, 18 994. 








O61. 
| four years. The Wiig vote of 1844, was 155,- 
113, it is now 138,396, being a decrease in tour 
years of 16,117. 


Senator in this State, the foilowing queries 
were propounded to the candidates of the Dewo- 
) cratic parly, VIZ: 

1. Has Congress the Constitutional power to 
exclude slavery from the Territories of the Uni- 
ted States, while they remain ‘Territories? 

2. If such power does not exist, are you in 
favor of its being now exercised by Congress to 
exclude slavery trom them ? 

Mr. Chamberlain and Mr. Lawrence replied 
briefly in the atlirmative. Mr. Owen states 
several reasons in Opposition to the Free Soil 
side of the question. Mr. Hannegan, the pre- 
sent incumbeut of the place to be filled, re- 
plies: In answer to the first interrogatory, | have 
vo hesitation in saying that Congress does pos- 
sess the power, under the Constitution, of pro- 
hibiting slavery in the Territories of California 
aud New Mexico, or in any other lerritory, whilst 
the common property of the confederacy. 

In regard to the second interrogatory, he says 
that it involves a question of policy merely—that 
he would not pledge himself in reference to his 
action upon it, but would render himself free to 
be governed by the instructions of the Legisla- 
ture, and would obey such instructions. 

Governor Whitcomb gave a decided affirma- 
tive answer to both questions. 

The following was the vote: 
Whitcomb (Dem.) 75 | Smith (Whig) 
Hannegan, 15 | Marshall 
Law, 2| Blank, 
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Governor Whitcomb, on the first ballot, bad 
a majority of one vote, and was declared to be 
dnly elected. 

Mr. Test (Democrat), has been elected by 
the Legislature Secretary of State. 


Wisconsin.—The Electoral vote in this State 
was 37,72l_—of which Cass received 14,440, 
Taylor 13,096, Van Buren 10,185. 


Lovistana.— Official, except one parish (Bos- 
sier) to be heard trom :— 


Parishes. Taylor. Cass. Parishes. Taylor Cass. 
Ascension 268 236 Nattoches 348 495 
Assumption 469 286 Orleans 5551 4579 
Avoyelles 299 359 Ouachita 168 176 
Bienvilie 114 189 Plaquemines187 350 
Bossier , ae P’te Coupee 238 = 3570 
Caddo 251 300 Rapides 3820s 543 
Calcasieu 44 181 Sabine 246 = 271 
Caldwell 90 149 St. Bernard 124 89 


1098 | Oarroll 968 235 St.Charles 135 35 
305 | 6 


atahoula 320 386 St. Helena 169 188 


‘Claiborne 221 323 St.James 431 117 
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In 1844; the Democratic vote of Ohio was 149 - | 
jt as now 154,862, being a gain of 5,801 in | 


Inpiana.—At the regent election of U. States | 





Concordia 183 96 St.John Bpt.228 123 
De Soto 149 217 St. Landry 754 376 
BatonRouge 400 =406 St Martin 456 240 
KE. Feliciana 349-3394 St. viary 470 166 
Franklin 124) s- 162 “St. Tamany,275 —s 1383 
loerville 429 295 Tensas 177_— ss Il 
J.uckson 127 193 Terrebone 353 129 
Jefierson 717 669 Union 3U7) 237 
Lafayette i038 220 Vermillion 130 52 
Lafourche 739 162 Washington 153 190 
Livingston 144 243 W. B. Ro’ge255 109 
Madison 233 «192 W. Felic’na 232 261 
Morehouse 173 101 
Total 

‘Taylor’s majority 2847. 





138.217 15,370 
Polk’s maj. 628. 











Foreign Intelligence. 
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By the arrival of the Sleamer Falcon, at New 
Orleans on the 12th inst., bringing Havana papers 
lo the 8th inst., the Crescent City was enabled to make 
up the following summary of intelligence : 


GuATEMALA.—By this arrival we have some 
interes\ivg imtelligenee from Guatemala. It wiil 
be recollected that some time since there was 
danger of an interruption of the friendly rela- 
tious previously existing between Guatemala and 
France. In relation to this, the Deputy Barrun- 
dia had introduced in Congress a resolution ** to 
adopt some measure to put anend to any thing 
which might disturb the relations belween the 
new Republic of Guatemala and the great French 
vation.” ‘Uhis was adopted, and it was resolved, 
“ Jst. That the Assembly, as representative of 
the nation, congratulate the French Republic 
upon ils prosperity, and upon the triumph which 
it has obtained over the spirit of anarchy (the 
insurrection of June) ;” and, ‘*2d. That the As- 
sembly desire to see the French flag wave once 
more in its capital.” ‘These resuiulions were 
eommunicated to the French Consul, who re- 
ceived them with the greatest satisfaction. The 
French flag was consequently again raised on the 
15th of September. Some diflicully which had 
occutred between the Guatemahan Government 
and the British Consul General, and which had 
ied to the interchange of a dezen diplomatic 
notes, was also salistactorily arranged. 

The difficulties in the department of Los Atlos 
continue. Congress had refused lo recognize 
the independence of the rebellious Siate, aud 
passed stringent resolutions to compel it to return 
to its fealty—(if the resululions could be eu- 
forced.) ‘The deputies from the State of Los 
Ailo3 were required to repair to the capital and 
lake their seats in the Assembly, within fifteen 
days of the promulgation of the resolution. If 
they refused to comply they were to be treated 
as traitors, and a large armed force was to be 
seul umong the insurgents. But ail this effected 
nothing, and the Government was compelled to 
resort toarms. Ou the Sth of October the Go- 
vernment troops overtook about two huodred of 
the rebels, im the vicinity of Xilotepeque, and 
routed them, killing twenty-nine. The rebels 
fled in all directions. On the 2lst of October 
auother battle occurred between the insurgen 
and the Governmental troops under Genera! 
Marino Paredes. After a firing of halfan hour, 


53 | the revels gave way and fled, leaving a general 
1 | officer and other persons of distinction dead upon 
3 the field. Congress, in order to pay the expenses 
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of the war, has imposed a forced loan of seventy 
thousand dollars ; 47.000 on Guatemala, 8,000 
on Sacatepeques, 12,000 on Amatillan, and 8,000 
on Chimaltenango. 

The Republic of Costa Rica has joined the 
Central American Union, and will in future be 
called the State, instead of the Republic of Costa 
Rica. 


Yucaran.—Our news from Yucatan is to the 
17th of November. We perceive that our vo- 
lunteers have already been engaged, and have 
gained some laurels at least. The Indians are 
preparing to re-commence hostilities vigorously 
by the siege of the city of Texas. Pat and Chi, 
the Indian leaders, it is rumored, have had a 
fight, which resulted in the discomfiture and 
flight of the latter. The Indians were taking 
every means to impede the progress of the whites 
into the country, by burning and destroying every 
town or position which they find themselves 
unable,to held. News arrived at Campeachy on 
the 11th that a fight had taken place at the town 
of Ticum, in which the American volunteers 
were conspicuous for their bravery and good 
conduct. The enemy was strongly fortified, 
having thrown up entrenchments and otherwise 
strengthened his position. 

The whites, numbering 560, were under 
command of Col. Preu, who determined to turn 
the flank of the enemy’s position, which opera- 
tion was confided to the foreign volunteers, who 
executed it gallantly. They charged upon the 
Indians, and were svon in possession of the en- 
trenchments. ‘The enemy lost sixteen in killed, 
besides a quantity of arms aod ammunition. 

Governor Bardachano, in order to meet the 
expenses of the war, which are not covered by 
the ordinary income of the government, has con- 
tinued for three months from the Ist inst., the 
extraordinary contribution, reducing the rate to 
374 cents on every $100. In payment of this 
the articles most needed by the Government 
will be taken. 


VENEZUELA.—The latest advices from this 
country, received by way of St. Thomas, con. 
firm the news of the entrance of Paez’s troops 
into Maracaibo, and announce that in Apure, 
Carabobo and Guiria,the inhabitants had revol- 
ted against the government, in his favor. They 
had not, however, been able to do much, for 
want of arms and ammunition. A_ passenger, 
fourteen days from Laguayra, states that the 
situation of Venezuela is most deplorable. The 
partisans of Paez are ardentin his cause, while 
Monagas and his triends are undismayed, pos- 
sessing all the resources of the Government. 
Both parties have mutually sworn to extermi- 
nute their adversaries, and in the pursuit of their 
jnsave and vindictive projects, they will go far, 
according to the testimony of those who know 
the men, to destroy (assassinate) their valive 
country, 


Tazsasco.—A letter from Tabasco, received in 
Havana, via Yucatan, announces the complete 
extinction of the troubles produced in that de- 
partmeut by the usurpation of the chief power 
by Miguel Bruno. While the latter was lulled 
in the grealest presumed security, little expec. 
ting any vigorous demonstration by the govern- 
ment, asteamer suddeuly appeared off ‘Tabasco, 
at 3 o’clock in the morning, quietly disembarked | 
30U men and four pieces of artillery, when the 
piace was captured, without the loss of a man, 
Miguel Bruno and bis partisans took flight im 
mediately, and the inliabilants welcomed Dona 
Meria, Herrera’s Lieutenant, with open aras, as 
their deliverer. 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER. 





ArrivaL.—Havana, 9th Dec.—-American ship | 
Lyra, Remington, from Philadelphia, in nine. 
days. 


From VENEZUELA.—Intelligence has been re- 
ceived irom Puerto Cabello to the 29th Novem- | 
ber, from which we learn that Maracaibo has | 
failen into the hands of the Constitutionalist, or 
Paez party. The provinces of Truxilla aud Me- 
rida have pronounced against Monagas. ‘The 
triumph of the Constitutionalisis is no longer | 
doudtiul. In Cumana, Margarita, and Barcelona 
the foices of Paez were successtul in several en- 
gagements. 


OPINIONS OF THE ORLEANS Famity.—It is said 
that the Orleanists have endeavored to ascertain | 
the sentiments of the different individuals of that | 
family, in reference to the Presidency, and that. 
the results of their inquiries are as follows: The | 


ship of Prince Louis. Louis Philippe is violently 
opposed to that of Cavaignac, and makes no dis- 
guise of his preference for that of Prince Louis. 
The Duke d’Aumale shares the opinion of the 
ex- King. The Duke of Nemours and the Prince 
de Joinville are neuter. 

The opinion of the Duke de Montpensier is not 
known. M. Guizot is said to favor the eandi- 
dateship of General Cavaignac. A letter is men- 
tioned, in which he says his hand would wither 
up were it to wrile the name of Prince Louis. 


Epucatton 1n JRELAND.—Public schools and 
scholars -are increasing in Ireland. In 1840 
there were 1,702 public schools, with 232 560 
scholars. In 1846 there were 3,7U2 public schools, 
with 459,856 scholars, * 


Nositity.—-In the town of Mecklenburg- 
Schwerin, in Germany, every inhabitant is noble 
born except four. At the inns of the place, the 
landlord is a Count, the landlady a Countess, 
and the ostlers young Counts. A wealthy Eng- 
lish merchant Dought an estate on the lake near 
by. He was intelligent and wel! educated, but 
he hed no family coat-of-arms. The entire 
population of the town therefore decided that it 
was not etiquette to visit him, and even the village 
barber, who was a Baron, would not recognize 
him in the street, and only knew his name when 








in the actof performance on his chin. The no-. 
bles of Hungary amount'to 162,475. The nobies | 


of the city of Milan alone amount to 3,859. In 
1822, a published census showed the nuvies of 
Prussia (o amount to 200,000. 


3LS> Struve, who makes such a fizure in 


German affairs, as iescribed in the English pa- | 


pers, which, of course, will say their worst of 
him, is by birth a Russian. He is opposed tu 


| 
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TAste 1n Names.—Several new papers recent- 
ly started in the eity of Mexico, have for their 
titles El Punal de Bruto (the dagger of Brutus.) 
El Fantasma Vengador (the spirit of vengeunce, ) 
El Infierno (Hell,) and others with no less terris 
ble names. 


_ E-= It is a most extraordinary fact, that with. 
in the space of sixty vears, all the monarchs of 
France viz: Louis XVI, Napoleon Buonaparte, 
Louis XVIII, Charies X, and Louis Philippe, 
were dethroned. 


3 A diamond had been found in Borneo 
weighing 104, carats. [t is said to be of the 
purest water, very regularly crystalized, and will 
probably lose little in polishing. 


————_§—— 
BUSINESS REVIEW. 


Jczk Trape.—The amount of ice cleared at 
the Port of Boston for the eleven months pre- 
ceding the first day of December, inst., was 55,- 
5224 tons—for the same time 1847, 47,352} tons. 
Increase 8.170 tons. The clearances for the 
month of November last were 3,438} tons, dis- 
tributed as follows:—To Bombay and Calcutta 
467 tons; to Havana 450 tons; to Rio Janeiro 
320 tons; to Pernambuco 310 tons; to Barba- 
does 1974 tons; to New Orleans 1,756 tons; and 
to Mobile 133 tons. 


Fisu.--The exportof Fish for the month of 
November. from the port of Boston, was as fol- 
lows: Cudflsh, 1572 drums, 500 boxes, and 5 299 
quintals; Mackerei 15,345 barrels; and Herring 


2 666 boxes. 


Domestic Cotrons —The export of cotton 
goods from the port of Boston for the month of 


the use of animal food, and married a woman of | November, has been as follows: To Hong Kong 
the town for the purpose of reclaiming ber. Fur| $19,514 27 value; to Manilla $48,413 78; to 


many years he was the editur of a paper at Man- 
hewn. Struve was lately madea prisoner ata 
smal! village of Baden, vut was liverated by a 
party headed by a priest named Scoeibel. His 
wile accompanied him in bisexcursions on horse- 
back. 


2L> A little Dutch ¢cwarf, Jan Hannema, is 
making his fortune in London by his extreme 
smaliness. He is nine years of uge, twenty eight 
inches high, and weighs sixteen pounds. He is 
quite accomplished (after the Dutch fashion) and 


isa pensioner of the King of Holland. Hisshow-| Domestic 


bill name is ** Admiral Van ‘Tromp,’ and his 
dress is appropriate. 


iC>> The late Earl of Carlisle, father of | 


Loid Morpeth favorably known in this country, 
wasa Howard, and married Lady Georgiana 
Cavendisi. ‘They had tweive chilusren. There 
are two sons members of Parliament somewhat 
distinguished, and two duugilers, the Duchess ol 
Sutherland and Ludy Dover, who are very civil 
tu Ainericans. ‘Jie karl was an amiable man, 
and held office under Mr. Canning, aud also a 
seat im the Goderich Catimet. He died at the 
age of seventy five years. 


Phe infant daughter of the Dutchess de Mont- 
pensier has been named Maria isabel Francisca 
de Asis Antonia Louisa Fernanda Christina Ame- 
lia Felipa Adelaide Joseta Elena Euriqueta Caro- 
lina Justa Refina Gaspara Melchvuira Bailtasara 
Matea, and willtake the tithe of Duchess del 
Puerto Sania Maria. 


EartHQuakes in Cuixi.—During sixteen months 
prior to July 24th, one hundred and fifty earth- 


quakes occurred in Chili. The latest one was'| 


on the llth of May. ‘They bau dune littl dam- 
age, aud the peopie were getting used to them. 


The Texas Star states that a million mum- 
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Bombay & Caleutta $5,484 40; to Va'paraise 
$147.606 34; to Buenos Ayres $870 UJ; to Sisat 
$5,949 94; to belize $1 800 00; to Mamanilia 
$110 00; to Surmam $256 94; t. Cape Haytien 
$136 22, and to Cumberland $239 13. ‘Total 
value $230,381 02. Numberof bales and cases 


5,808. 


Exports rrem Bartmore.-—The value of the 
domestic exports from this port for November, 
1847 and 1843, were as follows: 


1847. 1848. 
$489 .270 $513,884 
Free —--— 360 
Dutiable 7,730 57.915 


$497,020 $872,159 

On ann Boner —Monthly statement of Sperm 

oil, Whale oil, and Whalebone, imported into 
the United States fur November, 1848. 

Sperm. Whale. Bone. 

N. Bedford, 5 ships, 1 barque 6 528 2303 10,900 








Boston, brig Harbinger 900 
Westport, 1 barque 359 60 —— 
Sippican, 1 barque 490 

Total 8 229 2363 10 S00 


Imports in November, 1847 10 120 4 150 12,500 


iL =>The tota} value of the imports into the 
portof Bos'on for the year ending. September 
30'h last, was $23,816 562, of which $10,690, 
133 was from England. 


Export or Specie.—The export of specie 
from the portof New York frow Jcnuary 1, to 


| December 9, 1848, was $10,545,622. 


| 


| 
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Navy Intelligence. 
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mies have been discovered un the environs of | port, Land Ojfiee Report, Memorial of citizens of Cali- 


Durango, Mexico. ‘They are i a silting posture, 
but have the same wrappings, bands wud orna- 


‘ments as the Egyptians. 


VINTAGE IN France.—The following statistics 
relative lo the growth of wine in France may 
not be unacceptaule to our readers :— During the 


year 1848 there were 5,000,000 acres of land in 


France planted with vines, w..ich produced 919,- 
580,575 gallons of wine, and 27,220,050 galiuns 
of brandy, estimated at the enurmous sum of 
478,088,302! (£19,120,000.) ‘The average value 


(of each acre of vines may be taken at 530! 


(€21.) ‘The annual consumption by each indi- 
vidual in France is calculated at seventeen gal- 


Dutchess of Orleans 1s opposed to the candidate- | ons of wine and Wree gallons of brandy. 
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